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Preface 


This is the fourth regional 
profile prepared by the Depart- — 
ment of Regional and Commu- 
nity Affairs. It is hoped that the — 5 
statistical data and brief analysis 
will assist communities and re- 
gions in evaluating trends occur- 
ring in their areas, and in assess- 
ing their strengths, weaknesses, — 
and potentials. It is also hoped. 
that these profiles will fortify the 
concept of planning and working 
together on a regional basis. 

The U.S. Bureau of Census 
with its variety of documents, has 
served as one of the major basi 
sources for this profile. It should 
be recognized, however, that cen- 
sus data can reflect only a genera 
and somewhat limited measure ¢ 
the occurrences in a region. Cen: 
sus data at ten year intervals can- 
not reflect the highest or lowest 
levels within that time span, 

All tables have been prepared 
by the Special Events Group « 
the Department of Regional 
Community Affairs of the U 
versity of Missouri-Columbia an 
are documented by sources ar 
dates. . 

There are twenty regio 
planning districts in the State 
Missouri. The Missouri Depart- 
ment of Community Affairs, J 
ferson City, acts as a link be 
tween the regional planning dis- 
tricts and federal and state sup- 
pottive agencies. 

' The A-B-C-D Planning Com- 
mission office is at St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Route 4-South 16 
Highway. | 4 
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Area Description and History 


The geological, historical, and cultural origins of 
Andrew, Buchanan, Clinton, and DeKalb counties fol- 
low parallel patterns of development. The approximate 
one million acres of the area felt the impact of glacia- 
tion; a generally rolling surface with rounded hills and 
broad, shallow valleys characterizes this Northern Plains 
Region. Residual, glacial, and loessial agents formed the 
predominately prairie soils which are dark in color, silt 
loam, or loam in texture, and are of high agricultural 
value. These topographic features and soil characteristics, 
in combination with the good surface drainage of the 
area, played a determining role in its economic develop- 
ment. As a part of an extensive region of black soils, 
historically known as the Corn Belt, the A-B-C-D Re- 
gion built its economic base on corn, small grains and 
livestock. 


Fur Trade First Enterprise 


However, the first economic enterprise of the area, 
the fur trade, can be attributed to a bountiful supply of 
furbearing animals and to a relatively accessible and de- 
pendable means of transportation—the numerous water- 
ways. The Missouri River forms the respective western 
and southwestern boundaries of Buchanan and Andrew 
counties; the Platte, 102, and Nodaway rivers, crossing 
this region, drain into thé Missouri. These lesser rivers 
and their tributaries provided avenues into the interior 
while the Missouri, in turn, channeled trappers and 
traders into the Upper Missouri Valley, the High Plains, 
and eventually transported them back to the St. Louis 
fur market. 

Until the signing of the Platte Purchase Treaty in 
1836, the A-B-C-D Region remained part of the holdings 
granted by the government in perpetuity to the Iowas, 
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Sacs, Fox, and a few Pottawatomies. Traders and trap- 
pers, representing the merchants of St. Louis and New 
York, exploited the region for its wildlife and profitable 
Indian trade. With the construction of Fort Leavenworth 
not far down the river and with the establishment of a 
military road from Liberty to Council Bluffs, white set- 
tlers began infiltrating the region. The Federal troops 
removed numerous squatters from this Indian territory, 
but the self-generating thrust of westward expansion and 
the underlying, utopian assumptions of Manifest Destiny 
overwhelmed the efforts of the government to enforce 
its Indian policy. The Indians and the few French, Span- 
ish, and American traders, who had been granted licenses 
to enter the region found themselves and their trade en- 
croached upon by men with ideas of building towns, 
contracting work and trading with the government, and 
cultivating the land. 

Coming from the southern states of Kentucky, Vir- 
ginia, Tennessee, the Carolinas, and from older Missouri 
counties, these immigrants clamored for the annexation 
of this region to the State. Senators Thomas Hart Ben- 
ton and Lewis F. Linn urged Congress to remove the In- 
dians. Consistent with traditional, white, Anglo-Saxon 
attitudes of the time, they believed this soil, which was 
among the most productive in the nation, belonged to 
the yeoman who would be the agent of civilization in 
the wilderness. 


Move Indians to Kansas 


As had the original colonialists and later the settlers 
of the Ohio Valley, Missouri’s representatives argued that 
the State needed a natural boundary between the White 
and the Red. They contended it was an extreme incon- 
venience to have to cross Indian land to get access to 


COUNTY ORGANIZATION DATES AND ORIGINAL AND PRESENT COUNTY SEATS 


County Date Organized 
Andrew Jan, 29, 1841 
Buchanan Feb, 10, 1839 
Clinton JAN TEOG I LSSS 
DeKalb Feb. 25, 1845 
(Source: 


Original County Present County 


Seat Seat 
Savannah Savannah 
Sparta St. Joseph 
Concord Plattsburg 
Maysville Maysville 


Commonwealth of Missouri, Barnes; Gazetter of Missouri, Campbell; Official Missouri 


Directory, McGrath; Missouri Democracy, Jackson; Ramsey File, University of Missouri 


Western Manuscripts.) 
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the Missouri River. Congress consented and in June, 
1836, started the process of extinguishing all Indian 
claims. Between 800 and 900 Iowas and about 500 Sacs 
and Fox acquiesced to governmental pressure and moved 
into Kansas. In March of the following year, President 
Van Buren declared the Platte Region an extension of 
the State of Missouri and open for settlement. 


Clinton the First County 


With annexation to the State, the removal of the 
Indians, the establishment of county governments, and 
the resultant semblance of formal law and order, set- 
tlers immigrated into the area in larger numbers. The 
county governments were organized with Clinton being 
the first in 1833. Buchanan followed in 1838, Andrew 
was recognized in 1841, and DeKalb was among the last 
of county formations in 1845. The second surge of im- 
migrants included a larger proportion of foreign peoples, 
predominately from Germany, Sweden, and Ireland. The 
majority of the foreign population located in Buchanan 
county. Along with them, the persistent flow of native 
citizens from the southern states continued—bringing 
with it the cultural and political proclivities of the South. 
Diaries of immigrating southern families are replete with 
their desires to find new soil and homesteads and emulate 
the prosperity and culture of the southern plantation sys- 
tem. As slaveholdings in Missouri were relatively small 
and generally clustered along the Missouri River, the 
A-B-C-D Region became the western end of the slave 
belt. 

Environmental limitations and the presence of a rel- 
atively small, but influential, number of Germans, Irish, 
Swedish and Scottish immigrants tended to modify the 
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strength of southern attitudes, stimulated diversification 
of the economy, and lent a cosmopolitan atmosphere to 
the regional culture. Farmers earned their income from 
hemp, tobacco, corn, cattle, hogs, and mules. Merchants 
derived their fortunes through freighting and large whole- 
sale businesses. The 1849 California Gold Rush boosted 
the economy of the region, and St. Joseph became a ma- 
jor jumping-off place for the Far West. As such, the 
mercantile and freighting firms expanded and their 
market area grew to include the entire Trans-Mississippi 
West. John Hockaday’s freight wagons and stagecoaches 
and later the Russell, Majors, and Waddell freighting 
firm shipped goods into the Santa Fe trade, into the Pa- 
cific Northwest, and into the Upper Missouri River Val- 
ley. Before the much-popularized and romanticized cattle 
drives from Texas to the North and East, cattlemen of 
this region were driving cattle not only east to the Chi- 
cago market but west to the San Francisco mining camps. 
The economy of antebellum A-B-C-D Region did not 
isolate itself by selling a limited number of products to 
a small, provincial hinterland. Rather, the agricultural 
products and the light manufactured goods of the region 
brought these four counties into contact with the na- 
tion’s major urban centers and to the booming economic 
gtowth of the western frontiers. 


Railroad Speculation Stimulated Expansion 


Speculation in railroads in the late 1840s contributed 
to this economic expansion and increasing national sig- 
nificance. In 1846, Joseph Robidoux and other St. Joseph 
businessmen invested two million dollars in an enter- 
prise to be known as the Hannibal and St. Joseph Rail- 
road and which would become an influential factor in 


determining historical events in later state history. With 
heavy investment from a Boston syndicate, the railroad 
was completed in February, 1859. It linked Northwest 
Missouri with Northeast Missouri where it tied in with 
the Burlington Railroad which, in turn, connected nor- 
thern Missouri with the Chicago market area. 


Railroads Alter Trade Pattern 


The railroad broke the river’s monopoly on trans- 
portation and altered the trade patterns of the region. 
Prior to its construction, the products not being freighted 
west were shipped down the Missouri to St. Louis and 
from there down the Mississippi to New Orleans. The 
Hannibal and St. Joseph diverted much of this southerly 
trade from St. Louis and New Orleans to Chicago and 
on into the Northeast. At the outbreak of the Civil War, 
this railroad was the only completed railroad across Mis- 
souri. As such, its control to the North and to the South 
took on greater significance. For both sections, this rail- 
road provided a link with the western tier of states and 
their military, political, and economic support. 

With the onset of the Civil War, the exuberant 
gtowth of the area ceased. The War interrupted eco- 
nomic growth, checked population increase, and divided 
the loyalties of the citizens. As the western end of the 
slave belt, these counties generally voted with the Dem- 
ocratic ticket. The 1860 presidential election revealed the 
political antagonism of the region. A majority voted the 
Northern Democratic ticket; Lincoln and the Republican 
Party received few votes. Throughout the war, small 
battles, skirmishes, and guerrilla bands plagued the re- 
gion. After the war, the bitterness between Northern and 
Southern sympathizers continued and was highlighted 
in the activities of guerrilla bands, such as the Jesse James 
gang, who continued their raids under the pretext of be- 
ing the alienated citizens of a society that had murdered 
their families and destroyed a culture. 


Civil War a Turning Point 


The Civil War seems to be a turning point in the 
history of this region. It marked a transition period when 
farmers turned from hemp and tobacco to small grains 
and livestock, when transportation shifted from steam- 
boats and barges to railroads, and when communication 
went by telegraph rather than the Pony Express. After 
the war, the businessmen of the northwestern counties 
sought more and more Eastern capital and publicized the 
virtues of living in Northwest Missouri in euphoric 
terms. An agent was even sent to Europe to induce im- 
migrants from Western Europe to come to the “Empire” 
state. 

The renewed, inevitable push westward after the 
War again brought more immigrants from Europe and 
the southern United States. This time the promise of 
cheap land along the railroad right-of-ways and offers of 
free rail transportation to the homestead seduced more 


settlers and encouraged greater land speculation. By 1868, 
most of the good land had been taken. 

Prosperity returned to these counties from 1865 to 
1873; railroads and speculation either created towns such 
as Stewartsville, Cameron, and Clarksdale or so stimu- 
lated their economies that villages became towns and 
towns, cities. With greater economic complexity and in- 
creased population, the county and city governments 
took on responsibilities for civic improvements. It is dur- 
ing this period that public schooling received renewed 
emphasis and state hospitals, poor farms, and public util- 
ities became projects of the local government rather than 
the private individual. 

The Panic of 1873 and a grasshopper plague of the 
same year damaged the vigorous expansion and optimism 
of eight years of prosperity. It was not until 1885 that 
the momentous growth resumed. This new surge of 
energy began with renewed land speculation in 1880 and 
gained momentum with an injection of Eastern capital, 
especially into the meat-packing industry. A financial 
depression checked progress until 1897 when the meat- 
packing industry again revived the economy. The period 
of great growth, 1870 to 1900, tapered off by 1900. Pop- 
ulation statistics and economic indexes no longer doubled 
or tripled within a year. 


Movement Toward Cities 


From 1910 to 1945, significant population move- 
ments took place with people moving from country to 
city. The average size of farms increased while the num- 
ber of farms and commercial farms decreased. Erosion 
and soil depletion resulted in the abandonment of some 
farm lands and the transfer of others to pasture and 
woodland. The rapid mechanization of agricultural pro- 
duction allowed fewer hands to cultivate more land. The 
trend from farm to city reversed in the early years of the 
depression of the late 1920s and early 1930s as people 
once again sought to earn a subsistence living. World 
War II cut short the trend and drew many people back 
to the industrial urban centers where there were higher- 
paying jobs and often less-demanding jobs than farming. 
Manufacturing consumed more of the economic activity, 
particularly in Buchanan county. Foodstuffs, chemicals, 
clothing, and small machine works dominated the in- 
dustrial list next to the ever-dominating meat packers of 
Swift, Armour, and Dugdale. 


Grain and Livestock Still Important 


The decrease in population, the movement from 
farm to city, and consolidation of small farms into ever 
larger farms continues. The raising of livestock and the 
growing of small grains are still the major sources of in- 
come for farmers. The trading center for the area has 
gradually shifted from St. Joseph to metropolitan Kan- 
sas City. 


Population 


From the time Missouri became a state in 1820, the 
A-B-C-D Region, and St. Joseph City, specifically, grew 
dramatically. St. Joseph became a jumping-off point to 
the west and grew into a booming city as trade and 
commerce drew people to the area. During and after the 
Civil War, St. Joseph and the surrounding area con- 
tinued to grow rapidly until near the end of the 1800s. 
Andrew, Buchanan and Clinton Counties reached their 
peak populations in 1900 and DeKalb, in 1890. 

Table P-1 shows the population trend for each coun- 
ty and the region from 1900 to 1970. It should be noted 
that while most categories declined, the town popula- 
tions for Andrew, Clinton, and DeKalb Counties in- 
creased from 1900 to 1970 and the non-farm population 
for all counties increased for the same period. 

Figures P-1a and P-1b illustrate the trends of the 
urban-rural and the farm and non-farm populations. Ex- 
cept for the large decline in urban population from 1900 
to 1910, caused by a steep decline in population in St. 
Joseph City, the urban population of the region has re- 
mained relatively steady. Figure P-1a also shows the 
steady decline of rural population. The biggest drop 
came between 1950 and 1960 when the rural popu- 
lation decreased 15.4 percent. Some of the loss in the 
rural population between 1950 and 1960 occurred when 
St. Joseph City annexed some surrounding rural non- 
farm areas. The loss of farm population, which decreased 
by 30.9 percent during this period, resulted mainly from 
the consolidation and mechanization of farms. 


Farm Population Peaked in 1900 


Figure P-1b reflects population trends for town, 
farm, and non-farm categories. The high year for reported 
farm population was 1930 with 32,434 persons, but by 
1970 that figure had dropped to 12,082 persons or a loss 
of 62.7 percent. (It should be noted that prior to 1930, 
the Census did not report “farm” population per se.) 
After the large decline in town population from 1900 to 
1910, the town population of the region has remained 
relatively steady. St. Joseph in Buchanan County declined 
slightly and town populations in the other counties in- 
creased slightly. The non-town, non-farm population 
showed steady gains except for a set-back in 1960 caused 
by annexation of rural non-farm areas by St. Joseph City. 

In 1970, 76.1 percent of the regional population 
lived in towns (See Table P-2). Not surprisingly, Bu- 
chanan County led all counties in the percent of people 
living in towns with 84.7 percent and had 81.6 percent 
of the region’s in-town population. Andrew County had 
28.1 percent of the total regional farm population, the 
highest of the four counties. DeKalb County had the 
highest percentage of farm population with 40.8 percent. 


Figure P-1a 
URBAN-RURAL POPULATION TRENDS 
A-B-C-D Region 1900 - 1970 
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Table P-3 shows the white, non-white, and total 
population categories all declined from 1940 to 1970; the 
non-white population experienced the largest percentage 
decrease of 22.4 percent. The total white population de- 
clined 8.4 percent from 1940 to 1970. 

Tables P-4-1 and P-4-2 show the breakdown by age, 
race, and sex of the population for the four counties and 
the region. Tables P-4ap-1 and P-4ap-2 compare the per- 
centage distributions of the population by age, race, and 
sex of the U.S., Missouri, and the A-B-C-D Region in 
1970. 

Table P-4ap-1 shows that 59.6 percent of all males 
in the region were 21 years or older in 1970 and 63.4 
percent of the females were 21 years or older. Both of 
these figures are above comparable figures for Missouri 
and the United States. In 1970, 15.4 percent of the re- 
gion’s total population was 65 years and older. This 
compares to 12.0 percent for the state and 9.9 percent for 
the LS: 


Figure P-1 
POPULATION TRENDS 
by Place of Residence 
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Derived from Table P-! 


The region had a lower percentage of its population 
in the under 18 bracket than the state or nation in 1970. 
For the same year, the percentage of the regional popula- 
tion aged 15 to 44 was lower than that of the State or 
the U.S. This means that the region had a lower per- 
centage of persons of child-bearing age than the U.S. or 
Missouri. This accounts, in part, for the slight decline in 
births and decline in population. 

Table P-5 shows the historical development of the 
population by minor civil divisions from 1900 to 1970 
for each county. 

It should be noted that although the non-white 
population in the region has always been relatively small, 
it has dwindled even further over the last two decades. 
The non-white population in the region in 1970 repre- 
sented only 2.7 percent of the total population. 

Figure P-4 charts a percentage comparison of the 
A-B-C-D Region, the state, and the United States. 


Figure P-4 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF POPULATION BY AGES 
U.S., Missouri and A-B-C-D Region, 
1970 
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County 


Andrew 


Buchanan 


Clinton 


DeKalb 


Regional 


Totals 


Source: 


Census 


Year 


1900 
1910 
1920 
1930 
1940 
1950 
1960 
1970 


1900 
1910 
1920 
1930 
1940 
1.950 
1960 
7/0) 


1900 
1910 
1920 
1930 
1940 
19:50 
1960 
1970 


1900 
1910 
1920 
1930 
1940 
1950 
1960 
SNAG 


1900 
1910 
1920 
1930 
1940 
1950 
1960 
970 


U.S. Bureau of Census. 


White 


8,899 
in Yo 
bee ®) 
6,964 
6,633 
5,868 
5,507 
5,850 


63,324 
45,626 
44,955 
46,841 
44,557 
44,924 
Le) 27 
39), 6.5)1 


e237 
7,204 
6,834 
6,486 
65873 
5,600 
5,477 
5,837 


7,405 
6,399 
Sr ie 
SPAN 
4,982 
4,046 
Spee, 
3,566 


87,865 
pole 
64,898 
65,503 
62,545 
60,438 
56,500 
54,904 


Males 


Non-White 


Se by, 
2,428 
1,830 
1,760 
12 2 
1,364 


Total 


8,999 
7,999 
7,281 

6,985 
6,649 
5,873 
5,511 

5,858 


66,838 
T8,03T 
47,240 
48,969 


Table P-3 
POPULATION DISTRIBUTION BY RACE AND SEX, BY COUNTY; A-B-C-D REGION 1900-1970 


White 


8,293 
7 PREP 
6,743 
6,459 
6,347 
5,846 
5,545 
6,047 


51,998 
G2,911 
44,385 
47,637 


11 


Tremales 


Non-White 


Ee 
2,540 
2,461 
2,314 
1,847 
1,832 
1,563 
1,491 


Decennial Censuses 1900-1970. 


Total 


8,333 
7,283 
6,794 
6,434 
6,366 
5,854 
5,551 
6,055 


55,000 
44, 
46,444 
49,664 
47,973 
50,345 
47,384 
46,066 


8,591 
7,639 
S00 
6,759 
6,621 
5,933 
5,963 
6,467 


6,948 
6,095 
5,781 
5,039 
4,759 
3,996 
37007 
3,739 


LSpone 


66,000 


66,339 
67,946 
65,719 
66,128 
62,535 
62,328 


Total 
White 


A15e 522 

Bie 
89,340 
94,478 
90,992 
93,644 
87,938 
84,404 


16,290 
Ty, 526 
13,838 
13,002 
129 7:18 
11,340 
412257 
127135 


14,291 
12,467 
11,618 
10,232 
9,732 
8,036 
7,225 
7,304 


163,015 


hie 
115,740 


Total 
Non-White 


220 
T30 


Total 
Population 


121,838 
02 
93,684 
98,633 
94,067 
96,826 
90,581 
86,915 


17,363 
15,297 
14,461 
13,505 
13,261 
ia 726 
11,588 
12,462 


14,418 
15 
11,694 
10,270 
9,751 
8,047 
7,226 
7,305 


170,951 


, 
133,914 
135,877 
130,094 
128,326 
120,457 
118,595 


Table P-4-1 
POPULATION DISTRIBUTION BY RACE AND SEX FOR SELECTED AGE GROUPS BY COUNTY 
AND REGION; A-B-C-D REGION 1930-1970 


Andrew 
Median Under Under 18 & 21 & 65 & 
Year Sex Race Totals Age 6 18 Over Over %18-64 Over 
White 6,964 N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,328 N/A 716 
1 Male Non-White 2 N/A N/A N/A W/A 16 N/A 3 
9 Total 6,985 N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,344 N/A 719 
3 White 6,459 N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,067 N/A 604 
0 Female Non-White 25 N/A N/A N/A N/A 18 N/A 6 
Total 6,484 N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,085 N/A 610 
White 6,633 N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,431 N/A 798 
1 Male Non-White 16 N/A N/A N/A N/A 10 N/A 3 
9 Total 6,649 N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,441 N/A 801 
4 White 6,347 N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,286 N/A 767 
0 Female Non-White 19 W/A N/A N/A N/A 10 N/A 5 
Total 6,366 N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,296 N/A Mae 
White 5,868 35 634 i Ree eS. 4,149 3,936 56.5% 834 
1 Male Non-White 5 53 0) 1 4 4 60.0% 1 
9 Total Se 35 634 i, tee a Moye 3,940 56.5% 835 
5 White 5,846 36 G0Ge wt, oar 9 Hf219 ©8035. 0 eben 8T5 
0 Female Non-White 8 33 0 3 5 5 37.25% 2 
Total 5,854 36 606 1,630 4,224 4,040 58.6% 817 
White yale, 36 659 1,873 He! 3,477 50.8% 837 
1 Male Non-White 4 aan me 0 4 4 100.0% ) 
9 Total Se a 36 G59 1,873 3,639 3,481 50.8% 837 
6 White 5,545 38 Bgo <7, 716 »> 3,829 3,676 52.7% 907 
0 Female Non-White 6 --- 0 1 5 5 50.0% 2 
Total Spey 38 589 iam da i 3,834 3,681 B22 de 909 
White 5,843 a2 557 2,059 3,784 3,567 49.8% 797 
1 Male Non-White 5 15 2 wi ie ie 46.6% 1 
9 Total 5,858 3253 559 2,066 3102 3,574 51.1% 798 
7 White 6,040 3649 522 T,007 Hot73 SIGS 51.3% 1,073 
0 Female Non-White eS 25 1 6 9 9 53.3% 1 
Total 67,055 36.3 523 Tos 4,182 3,974 51.3% 1,074 
Buchanan 
Median Under Under US Ss Zt 6 65 & 
Year Sex Race Totals Age 6 18 Over Over %18-64 Over 
White 46,613 N/A N/A N/A N/A 30,964 N/A 3,458 
1 Male Non-White 27356 N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,499 N/A 135 
9 Total 48,969 N/A N/A N/A N/A 32,463 N/A 3,595 
3 White 47,441 N/A N/A N/A N/AY Sip oZo N/A P 
0 Female Non-White PAR PAPAS N/A N/A N/A N/A WAS: N/A 128 
Total 49,664 N/A N/A N/A N/A ate poe N/A Spoet 
White 44,557 N/A N/A N/A N/A 30,842 N/A 4,313 
1 Male Non-White WAS ie N/A N/A N/A N/A elize N/A 182 
9 Total 46,094 N/A N/A N/A N/A 31,964 N/A 4,495 
4 White 46,435 N/A N/A N/A N/A 32,694 N/A 4,668 
0 Female Non-White 1,538 N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,118 N/A 172 
Total 47,973 N/A N/A N/A N/A 33,812 N/A 4,840 
White 44,924 34 5,028 12,614 32,310 30,855 60.6% 5,088 
1 Male Non-White UpSey 36 150 430 Un eae 1,069 59.2% 206 
9 Total 46,481 34 5,178 13,044 33,437 31,9248 60.5% 5,294 
5 White A3.720°. 35 T,o40 2,210 36,504 34,480 62.1% ™6,2ee 
0 Female Non-White 1,625 36 133 388 WPS) Veal ae 62.9% 215 
Total 50,345 35 4,973. 12,604 237,781 35,655 62.1% 6,462 
White 41,927 34 5 POeS §13',9527 9277975 265701 53.6% 5,488 
1 Male Non-White 1,270 ei) 202 462 808 778 49.4% 180 
9 Total 43,197 34 5,447 14,414 28,783 27,479 Se iGey, 5,668 
6 White 46,011 37 5,066 13,329 32,682 30,987 Bg 74! 7,296 
0 Female Non-White nS 36 180 424 949 901 53.8% 210 
Total 47,384 SY 5,246 719, 7537095 ,654 31,888 5 Sent 7,506 
White 397,537 30.6 i057 13,621 257916 28219 52.9% 4,876 
1 Male Non-White Tone. 2369 137 549 763 693 60.9% 162 
9 Total 40,849 30.4 4 tok 14,170 26,679 24,912 53.0% 5,038 
7 White 44,617 BS az Ni033°  Ts,2e0 (30,200) 295565 55 Die 7,616 
0 Female Non-White 1,449 30.9 181 521 928 855 47.1% 154 


Total 46,066 35.0 4,2t8 . 13,787 32,319 30,220 53.1% 7,328 


Clinton 
Year Sex 
1 Male 
9 
3 


0 Female 


1 Male 


0 Female 


1 Male 


0 Female 


1 Male 


0 Female 


1 Male 


0 Female 


DeKalb 
Year Sex 
1 Male 


0 Female 


1 Male 
9 
4 
0 Female 
1 Male 
9 
5 


0 Female 


1 Male 


0 Female 


1 Male 


0 Female 


Source: U.S. 


Table P-4-1 


Race 


White 
Non-White 
Total 
White 
Non-White 
Total 


white 
Non-White 
Total 
White 
Non-White 
Total 


White 
Non-White 
Total 
White 
Non-White 
Total 


White 
Non-White 
Total 
White 
Won-White 
Total 


White 
Non-White 
Total 
White 
Non-White 
Total 


Table P-4-1 


Race 


dhite 
Non-White 
Total 
White 
Non-White 
Total 


White 
Non-White 
Total 
White 
Non-White 
Total 


White 
Non-iwhite 
Total 
White 
Non-Wwhite 
Total 


White 
Non-white 
Total 
wh oe te 
Non-White 
Total 


White 
Non-White 
Total 
White 
Non-White 
Total 


Totals 


6,486 
260 
6,746 
6,516 
243 
6,759 


Gysw3 
267 
6,640 
6,340 
281 
6,621 


5,600 
193 
Dyes 
5,740 
193 
27933 


5,477 
148 
SAIS 
5,780 
183 
5,963 


5,827 
168 
BRE) 
6,285 
182 
6,467 


Totals 


Bureau of Census. 


Median 


Age 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
W/A 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


36 
26 
36 
38 


liedian 


Age 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


SHS) 


35.9 
32.2 


39.2 


Under 
6 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


650 
18 
668 
562 
26 
588 


575 
tS 
590 
Soy 
29 
626 


530 
vs 
545 
476 
21 
497 


Under 
6 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


18 Over 
W/A W/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A V/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
V/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


18 Over 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/? 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
W/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

1,060 2,986 
1 4 
1,061 2,990 

T,032 ’ 

2 4 


0 
1,125 2,464 
T0596 2,540 

0 1 


1,096 2,541 
4,195 22,266 
4 


1,199 2,367 
T,09G 2,640 

1 4 
1,095 2,644 


Decennial Censuses, 1930-1970. 


eee 
Over 


4,044 
174 
4,218 
4,156 
152 
4,308 


4,272 
156 
4,428 


%18-64 


N/A 
N/A 
W/ia 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


54.7% 
40.4% 
54.2% 
56.1% 
46.1% 
55.7% 


50.4% 
57.4% 
50.6% 
51.0% 
45.4% 
50.8% 


50.9% 
58.0% 
50.9% 
53.0% 
52.74% 
50.8% 


65 & 
Over 


657 

32 
689 
6eT 


Table P-4-1 


Regional Totals 


Year Sex 


1 Male 


0 Female 


1 Male 


0 Female 


1 Male 


0 Female 


1 Male 


0 T'emale 


1 Tlale 


0 temale 


Source: isis 


Race 


White 
Non-White 
Mota 
White 
Non-White 
Total 


White 
Non-\White 
Total 
White 
Non-White 
Total 


White 
Non-White 
Total 
White 
Non-White 
Total 


White 
Non-White 
Total 
White 
Non-White 
Total 


White 
Non-VWhite 
Total 
White 
Won-Jhite 
Total 
TOVTAL 


Bureau of 


Totals 


65,275 
2,656 
67,931 
65,436 
2,510 
67,946 


62,545 
1,830 
64,375 
63,872 
1,847 
65,719 


60,438 
1,760 
62,198 
64,296 
ip e32 
66,128 


56,500 
1,422 
577,922 
60,972 
1,563 
62,535 


54,767, 
1,501 
56,268 
60,677 
1,650 
62,327 
118,595 


Census, 


Median 


Age 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
W/A 
N/A 


35 
36 
39 
36 
35 
35: 


34 
31 
34 
36 
34 
397, 


32.8 
20K 
s2ed 
S565 
2953 
Shoe 


Dbecennial Censuses, 


Under 
6 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/R 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


6,677 
168 
6,845 
6,409 
160 


14 


Under 
18 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


N/A 
N/B 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


17,036 
Sy 
Uh alsysys' 
16,3989 
471 
16,860 


18,766 
509 
ee ES 
17,370 
501 
1853.75 


18,890 

640 
19,530 
1,029 

596 
18,625 
38,155 


18 & 
Over 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


W/A 
N/A 
N/A 
W/A 
N/A 
W/A 


43,402 
1,241 
44,643 
47,907 
1,361 


49,268 


37,734 
o13 
38,647 
43,098 
1,062 


44,160 


35,878 
869 
36,747 
42,647 
10155 


43,702 


80,449 


19'3:0= 19:7 0. 


21 & 
Over 


42,603 
705 
44,308 
42,926 
1,636 


44,562 


42,867 
1,296 
44,163 
44,544 
1,295 


45,839 


41,403 
We TAS 
42,575 
45,366 
hae 


46,658 


36,061 
874 
36,935 


818-64 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


N/A 
W/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


59.4% 
57.1% 
59.4% 
60.9% 
61.0% 
60.9% 


52.8% 
50.4% 
52.3% 
54.3% 
52.8% 
54.2% 


52.5% 
45.3% 
52.3% 
52.5% 
49.3% 
52.5% 
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PERCENTAGE OF STATE POPULATION IN A-B-C-D REGION BY 


Table P-4p-1 


RACE, AND SEX FOR SELECTED AGE GROUPS 


ZieG "OS eG 
Over Over 


Year Sex 


1 Male 


0 Female 


1 Male 


0 Female 


1 Male 


0 Female 


1 Male 
9 
6 
0 Female 
1 Male 
9 
7 


Q Female 


Source: Derived from U.S. 


Sex 
U 
N Male 
Sy 3e 
pel 
AE Female 
TaD 
LE 
‘S} 
M 
I Male 
S 
S 
10) Female 
U 
R 
I 
R 
EB Male 
G 
I 
(8) Female 
N 
A 
L 


Source: Derived 


Race 


White 
Non-White 
Total 
White 
Non-White 
Total 


White 
Non-White 
Total 
White 
Non-White 
Total 


White 
Non-White 
Total 
White 
Non-White 
Total 


White 
Non-'vhite 
Total 
White 
Non-White 
Total 


White 
Non-White 
Total 
White 
Non-‘hite 
Total 


Race 


White 
Non-wWhite 
Total 
White 
Non-White 
Total 


TOTAL 


White 
Non-White 
Total 
White 
Non-White 
Total 


TOTAL 


White 
Non=-White 
Total 
White 
Non=-Wnite 
Total 


Totals 


3.8% 
2.4% 
3.7% 
3.9% 
2.2% 
3.8% 


WNHOUNND £& 


Under 
6 


W/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


N/A 
N/A 
W/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


3.2% 
0.9% 
3.0% 
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UnwAHrUSAI 
22 Sl SQ SI FA 3a 


Table P-4ap-1 
PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION DISTRIBUTION BY RACE AND SEX FOR 
SELECTED AGE GROUPS; U.S., MISSOURI, AND A-B-C-D REGION 1970 


Totals 


42.7% 
6.0% 
48.7% 
44.8% 
6.5% 
51.3% 


100.0% 


43.2% 
5.0% 
48.2% 
46.1% 
5.6% 
51.8% 


100.0% 


46.2% 
1.3% 
47.4% 
51.2% 
1.4% 
52.6% 


100.0% 


from Table P-4,. 
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Under 
6 


10.4% 
13.7% 
10.8% 

9.5% 
12.5% 


9.9% 
10.3% 


9.9% 
13.4% 
10.3% 

8.9% 
12.1% 

9.2% 


9.7% 


10.0% 
10.3% 
10.0% 
8.8% 
12.3% 
8.9% 


9.4% 


Under 
18 


N/A 
W/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
W/A 


3e2h 
1.1% 
3.0% 
3.2% 
1.0% 
3.0% 


2.8% 
0.6% 
2.6% 
2.8% 
0.6% 
2.6% 


2.75 
0.6% 
2.5% 
2.7% 
0.6% 
2.4% 


Under 
18 


34.8% 
43.5% 
35.9% 
31.7% 
39.7% 
32.8% 


34.3% 


34.1% 
43.9% 
35.1% 
30.5% 
39.3% 
31.4% 


33.2% 


34.5% 
42.6% 
34.7% 
29.7% 
36.1% 
29.9% 


32.2% 


18 & 
Over 


N/A 
N/A 
W/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


W/z 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
W/A 


3.5% 
1.3% 
3.3% 
3.6% 
1.2% 
3.4% 


18 6 
Over 


65.2h 
56.54 
64.1% 
68.3% 
60.3% 
67.2% 


65.7% 


65.9% 
56.1% 
64.9% 
69.5% 
60.7% 
68.6% 


66.8% 


65.5% 
57.9% 
65.3% 
70.3% 
63.9% 
70.1% 


67.8% 


4.0% 4.5% 
2.2% 3.7% 
3.9% 4.4% 
3.8% 4.3% 
Zeen Db on 
3.9% 4.3% 


3.75. 43% 
Ue Gian 2 61515 
3.6% 3.0% 
3.8% 4.4K 
1.5% 2.7% 
3.6% 4.3% 


3.5% 4.1% 
Vesa 2a 
3.3% 4.0% 
3.64 403% 
1eSh) 22% 
3.4% 4.2% 
30% Saute 
0.8% 1.3% 
2.9% 3.6% 
3a2h) Seep 
0.8% 1.4% 
JOR Seah 
Zelh 38a. 
0.7% 1.0% 
2.6% “351% 
2.9% 4.6% 
0.7% 1.0% 
2.7% 4.8% 


Bureau of Census Data Base. 


21:6 
Over 


59.9% 
50.5% 
58.7% 
63.1% 
54.4% 
62.0% 


60.4% 


60.7% 
50.4% 
59.6% 
64.5% 
55.1% 
63.4% 


61.6% 


61.4% 
52.5% 
61.2% 
66.0% 
59.0% 
65.9% 


63.6% 


65 & 
Over 


8.8% 
6.3% 
8.5% 
11. 7h 
7.3% 
11.2% 
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1900 
Andrew County Total: Une 
Benton Township 2,336 
Bolckow Town 378 
Rosendale Town Gus 
Clay Township 1033. 
Empire Township pallor, 
Jackson Township T,425 
Fillmore Town 225 
Jefferson Township 1,448 
Country Club Village Town --- 
Lincoln Township 1,748 
Amazonia Town G07 
Monroe Township Meliss 
Cosby Town --- 
Nodaway Township 3,396 
Savannah City 1,886 
Platte Township ae 
Rea Town --- 
Rochester Township 1,894 
Buchanan County Total: 121,838 
Agency Township 907 
Agency Town 380 
Bloomington Township 1,498 
DeKalb Town 362 
Center Township Une /y 
St. Joseph City (part) --- 
Crawford Township Liye} 
Jackson Township 604 
Lake Township 209) 
Marion Township 1,742 
aston Town 227 
Platte Township 1,006 
Gower City (part) aS 
Rush Township 1,468 
Rushville Town 412 


Tremont Township 1,104 
Washington Township OORT 
St. Joseph City (part) IS 
Wayne Township fi,225 
St. Joseph City (part) --- 


Clinton County Total: Wein shee) 
Atchison Township 1,450 

Gower Town (part) 392 
Clinton Township 750 
Concord Township Sle 

Plattsburg City 1,378 
Hardin Township 1,513 


Grayson Town a= 
Trimble Town aKe 


Jackson Township 930 
Holt Town (part) 29 
Lafayette Township Uni 
Lathrop Township 2,004 
Lathrop City Aue! 
Turney Town 1386 
Platte Township 1,364 
Osborn Town (part) m3. 
Shoal Township 4,208 
Cameron City (part) PAST IS) 
DeKalb County Total: 14,418 
Adams Township 1,438 
Weatherby Town 228 
Camden Township 2,282 
Amity Town --- 
Maysville City 925 
Colfax Township 17265 
Osborn Town (part) 273 
Dallas Township 1,120 
Santa Rosa Town SoS 
Grand River Township LAeor 
Cameron City (part) = 
Grant Township Un SEY 
Polk Township T,779 
Union Star Town TULL] 
Sherman Township 1,631 
Washington Township 2,319 
Clarksdale Town 334 
Stewartsville City 616 


Table P-5 
POPULATION DISTRIBUTION BY MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS A-B-C-D REGION 1900-1970 


1910 


113}, oa 


2,002 
376 
359 
971 
884 

Te2a7 
232 

1,421 

1,614 
456 

1,025 
170 

2,902 

1,533 

1,489 


ha che 


93,020 


888 

429 
1,545 

Bon 
Upset 


1,153 
593 
147 

1,607 
225 
794 

ee 
566 
B65 

81,777 
77,403 
1,048 


Vop2o7 


1,123 
370 
627 

2,849 

1,650 


1920 


14,075 


1,734 
334 
329 
845 
812 

1,061 
272 

1,484 

1,344 
367 
967 
163 

2,904 

1,831 

1,381 
127 

1,543 


93,684 


840 
403 
1,356 
401 
Tear 


1,184 
578 
113 

1,493 
206 
698 

1,118 
262 
862 

83,147 

77,939 

1,014 


14,461 


1,104 
418 
510 

2,663 

1,719 
949 
118 
832 

81 

1,056 

39972 

1,100 
212 
874 

60 

4,201 

3,248 


11,694 


1 Ne 
220 
el 39 
174 
1,057) 
987 
294 
894 


987 
1,098 
1,365 

434 
1,178 
1,915 

375 

534 


1930 


13,469 


1,689 
353 
322 
765 
706 

1,005 
308 

1,638 

1202 
359 
914 
161 

2,861 

1,888 

1,264 

94 

1,345 


98,633 


871 
349 
1,164 
356 
1,730 
1,081 
455 

94 
1,416 
214 
599 
1,096 
288 
753 
88,393 
80,935 
1,035 


— 


13,505 
944 


10,270 


883 
177 
1,820 
149 
946 
963 
300 
748 
122 
878 
104 
910 
1,295 
414 
994 
eee) 
302 
520 


1940 


13,015 


1,543 
341 
300 
734 
678 
958 
269 

e573 

1,255 
321 
881 
162 

3,028 

2,108 

1,158 
128 

1,207 


94,067 


781 
361 
1,083 
314 
2,042 
984 
461 

95 
1,241 
203 
576 
eee, 
309 
700 
83,817 
75,711 
1,066 


113,201 


933 
386 
362 
2,663 
1,915 
ri 
51 
126 
631 
58 
840 
2,041 
1,049 
175 
673 


4,351 


’ 


OO 


890 
208 
1,871 
172 
1,026 
911 
315 
751. 
793 
103 
834 
1,250 
411 
855 
1,596 
307 
478 


Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population, 1900-1970. 


*Cameron City overlaps both Clinton and DeKalb Counties. 


The 1970 total population is 3,960. 


1950 


Te een 


1,295 
250 
245 
559 
608 
817 
284 

1,510 
997 
308 
778 
142 

3,086 

25332 
973 
110 

1,104 


96,826 


609 
234 
913 
300 
1,914 
911 
397 

83 
ry 
173 
513 
1,200 
319 
641 
87,658 
78,588 
880 


11-726 


759 
350 
348 
2977 
1,655 


1960 


11,062 


1,118 
252 
234 
44g 
460 
662 
254 

1,653 
3915 
938 
326 
684 
Ai1'9 

3198 

2,455 
810 

90 

1,096 


90,581 


625 
240 
796 
304 
2,301 


ld 
830 
290 

72 
1,104 
198 
422 
1,033 
253 
560 
81,832 
78,578 
716 


117,588 


810 
4OG 
279 
2,295 
1,663 
700 
44 
185 
540 
51 
606 
1,651 
1,006 
144 
545 
4,162 
3,480 


UCC 


557 
107 
1,505 
111 


1970 


11,913 


1,047 
220 
245 
340 
394 
623 
Poa 

2,168 

~ ONS 


508 
326 
699 
130 
4,036 


Ul 


54 
1,017 


86,915 
563 
141 
695 
287 

2,253 
1,024 
776 
291 
56 
7025 
183 
421 
29 
1f403 
300 
588 

78,462 

71,667 
684 


i2ehe2 


Tag 
729 
286 

2,386 

1,832 
77 

62 
206 
665 

56 
671 

1,904 

1,268 

Sle 


485 
53 
4,171 


3,469 
7,305 


Vital Statistics 


Tables VS-1, VS-2, and VS-3 indicate the number of 
births, number of deaths, and the difference between 
births and deaths respectively. Table VS-4, using birth 
and death information along with census data, reflects 
the increase or decrease of the region’s population result- 
ing from births, deaths, and migration. 

As seen in Table VS-1 and based on records starting 
in 1911, the number of births in the region reached its 
peak in 1913. After that births slowly declined until 
1939. The Forties saw an increase in births, topped by 
the postwar “baby boom” of 1947 and 1948. Births re- 
mained relatively constant from 1948 through 1962. 

Andrew, Clinton, and DeKalb counties reached 
their peak number of white births in the early and mid 
1950s. Buchanan County white births peaked in 1962. 
Non-white births in the region peaked in the late 1950s. 

Regional deaths, as shown in Table VS-2, peaked 
out in 1918 with 2,529 recorded. Separate figures of white 
and non-white deaths were not given until 1949. White 
deaths in the region reached a high in 1965 and non- 
white deaths peaked in 1958. It should be noted that 
total deaths may have been higher before deaths were 
recorded for statistical purposes in 1911. 


Figure VS-1 
BIRTH AND DEATH TRENDS 
A-B-C-D Region 
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The trends in births, deaths, and net population 
change are illustrated in Figure VS-1 for the years 1911 
to 1970. 

Table VS-4 reflects the migration trend for both the 
counties and the region. The decline in the region’s 
population is mirrored in the outmigration pattern in 
Table VS-4. There was a continuous outmigration from 
the region from 1930 to 1970, with the largest outmigra- 
tion occurring from 1950 to 1959 when 16,079 persons 
left the region. 

Figure VS-4 illustrates the trends in births and deaths 
and shows the outmigration trend for the region as well. 


Figure VS-4 
TRENDS IN VITAL STATISTICS 
A-B-C-D Region 
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Buchanan County 
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Table VS-1 
BIRTHS BY RACE, BY COUNTY; A-B-C-D REGION 1911-1972 
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Regional Totals 
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Table VS-2 
DEATHS BY RACE, BY COUNTY; A-B-C-D REGION 1911-1972 


Andrew County Buchanan County Clinton County DeKalb County Regional Totals 


Non Non Non Non Non 
Year Total White White Total White White Total White White Total White White Total White White 


1911 164 UA UG 184 114 1,629 
1912 141 Ups 167 112 1,675 
1913 142 1,365 178 103 1,788 
1914 150 Up Se 151 Urry 1,740 
1915 162 UGE 200 Ts tenis 
1916 144 1,430 180 119 1,873 
1917 153 UA SIS 144 126 1,858 
1918 219 1,994 191 v25 2,529 
1919 TST T, 405 149 93 = 
1920 os 1,474 162 101 1,890 
1921 ---not reported--- 

1922 125 1,496 143 94 1,858 
1923 159 1,430 153 126 1,868 
1924 138 loc> US 105 Ve7eS 
1925 1rS3S 1,440 165 91 1,849 
1926 USL 1,391 132 13 Vp vow 
1927 142 1,409 152 92 1,795 
1928 175 Ukr) 74 141 86 2,014 
1929 164 W591 140 92 ai / 
1930 133 1,489 136 97 1,855 
1931 163 e65 sie} 87 1,748 
1932 149 1,448 139 tuys 1,853 
1933 UZ 1,406 148 93 1,804 
1934 154 iS LO 161 94 Ve 97S 
1935 135 1,500 144 88 1,867 
1936 uve WAGE 143 103 2,128 
1937 132 sez 158 102 Tro 
1938 133 1,262 201 126 pee 
1939 152 1,260 162 100 1,674 
1940 143 1,326 166 113 1,748 
1941 130 1,204 V7? 105 1,616 
1942 105 1,196 147 100 1,548 
1943 138 1,429 161 109 Vos 
1944 124 UGePXSz 130 iss! 1,629 
1945 143 1,320 52 VZ22 Lipset)! 
1946 128 UAC 169 116 1,708 
1947 130 Ure 170 91 aes Th 
1948 163 1,080 162 103 1,508 
1949 122 22 0 Mass 2,079 59 176 172 a 90 90 0 1, 526- W463 63 


1950 138 138 0 1,203 A, 458 49 180 172 8 104 104 0 1,625 1,568 57 
1951 123 123 0 1,096 1,052 44 183 179 4 107 107 ) 1,509 1,461 48 
1952 157 157 0 12461 -SeTOS 52 174 165 9 83 83 0 1,575 e518 61 
1953 128 127 1 141410 4-058 52 194 189 5 88 88 ) 1,520 1,462 58 
1954 101 101 0 1,144 1,098 46 178 170 8 100 100 0 1,523 1,469 54 
1955 162 161 1 12856. ge 101 55 152 150 2 101 101 0 1,571: Saeats 58 
1956 V2 ay 0 Ledisis! iliegi29 54 186 183 3 123 123 0 1,619 1,562 Sy 
1957 124 124 0 1,226 ges 53 177 168 9 98 a7 1 1,623 1,560 63 
1958 129 129 0 12498 e847 51 186 172 14 106 106 0 1,619 1,554 65 
1959 133 133 0 ieizs. Be0ss 50 178 166 te. 92 92 0 1,528 1,466 62 
1960 126 126 0 15138 1.090 48 180 178 2 85 85 0 1,529 1,479 50 
1961 125 125 0) 17199 1,156 43 164 160 4 91 90 1 1,579 #8531 48 
1962 133 133 0 12253 1,210 43 170 163 7 107 107 ) 1,663" 49613 50 
1963 116 116 0 14270 ° ae2i2 58 198 196 2 109 109 0 1,693 1,633 60 
1964 134 134 0 1,246 1,198 48 167 167 6 89 89 0 1,636 $9582>oe86 
1965 136 136 9) 1,283 1,249 34 179 174 5 473 113 a) 1711-2 geez2 39 
1966 141 141 0 Ae 227 ; 4y 169 166 3 473 113 ) 1,650 3 47 
1967 151 151 0 14.190 carl 49 169 163 6 116 116 0 15626 96S71 55 
1968 135 134 1 1,243. - 5202 41 169 166 3 102 102 0 1,649 1,604 45 
1969 135 135 0 W218 4ei7e 46 160 158 2 96 96 0 1,609 1,561 48 
1970 130 130 ) 4-48? adic 414 191 188 3 114 114 0 1,622 1,578 44 
1971 141 140 1 12167 “ae129 38 167 164 3 116 116 ) 1,591 1,549 42 
1972 148 148 0 e218 A160 54 182 179 3 104 104 0 1,648 1,591 57 


Source: Missouri Division of Health 
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Table VS-3 
NET POPULATION CHANGE, BIRTHS MINUS DEATHS; A-B-C-D REGION 1911-1972 
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Table VS-4 
NET MIGRATION BY COUNTY; A-B-C-D REGION 1930-1970 
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Household Characteristics 


Household data for the A-B-C-D Region for the 
period 1940 through 1970 have been included in Table 
Ho-1 for the counties, region, and the state. Comparison 
of household information of the region, the state, and 
the U.S. is shown in Figures Ho-1a, 1b, 1c, and 1d. 

The regional population per household in 1950 was 
3.03. By 1970, this figure had dropped to 2.86. The 1970 
regional figure is slightly below the state mark of 2.98 
and well below the 3.17 U.S. average. (See figure Ho-1a.) 

While the population of the A-B-C-D Region 
dropped 7.6 percent from 1950 to 1970, the total number 


Figure Ho-1c: 
of households actually tose 3.3 percent for the same peri- HOUSEHOLD NUMBERS BY COUNTY 
od. A major factor in this seeming disparity was the 31.4 A-B-C-D Region 
percent increase in households other than husband-wife (in 000's) 
households. The increase is a reflection of a greater num- nts i-cometae ee 
ber of aged single persons in the region and apartment- 
dwelling young singles. This increase is shown in Figure 25 
Ho-lc. tu. 
Figure Ho-1c shows the trend in the number of z < 
households for each county from 1950 to 1970. As can f 
be seen in the figure, there was little change in the num- H 
ber of households in each county over the 20-year period. ei 
Home ownership trends are shown in Figure Ho-1d. e 
In 1940, the percent of owner-occupied households in a oe 
the A-B-C-D Region was below both the State and US. : 
figures. In 1950 and 1960, the region was above the . 
State and National marks. By 1970, 64.7 percent of the s wat hecere: 
regional households were owner-occupied, putting the SPIE DEKALS 
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The A-B-C-D Region had a median of 5.1 rooms 
per household in 1940 compared to 4.25 for the state. 
In 1970, the region had dropped to a 4.9 median while 
the State had risen to a median of 4.8 rooms. 

An overall picture of household characteristics for 
the region shows that while the sotal population, the 
population in households and the population per household 
have dropped since 1940, there has been a steady increase 
in the number of households, households other than husband- 
wife, and the percent of households owner-occupied. 
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Table Ho-1 
HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS BY COUNTY; A-B-C-D REGION 1940-1970 
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Clinton 
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3.18e. 3085 
N/A 816,543 
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206 2.98 
27,651 “1,050,454 
128A WO 133 
64.7% 67.2% 
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General Population Characteristics 1940-1970. 


Education 


During the growth of the United States, as soon as 
a settlement was established, the townspeople, as a rule, 
sought to set up a school. The people who settled the 
A-B-C-D Region were no exception. 

Subscription schools opened in the region soon after 
towns were established. These schools accepted students 
whose parents could pay the teacher for instruction of 
their children. The earliest subscription school in the 
region began in Buchanan County. 

In 1900, 315 school districts operated in the region. 
By 1930, the number had only dropped to 262 districts. 
The push for consolidation in the 1950s resulted in a 
drastic decrease. Thus, the 1971-72 Missouri School Di- 
rectory shows a total of 16 public school districts in the 
region and all but two of the districts offer secondary 
education. Figure Ed-1a illustrates the decline in the 
number of school districts from 1900 to 1970. 
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Total enrollment in the 1971-72 school year for all 
grades, kindergarten to twelfth grade, was 28,546 stu- 
dents. This comes to 24.0 percent of the total population 
of the region. 

Table Ed-1 gives detailed information on school en- 
rollment by grades and a breakdown of enrollment by 
school districts for the 1971-72 school years. 


Andrew and Buchanan counties have four school 
districts each, Clinton has three districts and DeKalb 
has five districts. 

The Missouri School Directory shows there are 48 
elementary schools, four junior high schools, and 16 
high schools in the sixteen public school districts in the 
region. 


Missouri Western College, St. Joseph. 


There were 1,694 seniors in the school system during 
the 1971-72 school year. This means approximately this 
number of young people either enters college or the local 
labor market each spring or leaves the area for college, 
military service, or jobs elsewhere. 

Figure Ed-1 illustrates the location of school districts 
within the region and gives total enrollment for each 
district as of 1971-72. 

Another way of showing educational levels attained 
in the region is by the median school years completed by 
the population 25 years and older. Table Ed-2 shows the 
years of school completed, by sex, for 1940, 1950, 1960 
and 1970. Table Ed-3 shows the summary information 
from Table Ed-2 with comparable Missouri and United 
States data. 

Table Ed-2 shows that females in the region had at- 


tained a 12.0 median of school years completed by 1970 
compared to 8.6 years in 1940. Males have risen from 8.4 
median school years completed in 1940 to 12.0 in 1970. 

A significant factor in the rise of educational levels 
in the region is that many people in the older age groups, 
who received little formal education for lack of oppor- 
tunity to attend secondary schools, have either died or 
moved from the region. 

Higher education in the A-B-C-D Region received 
additional impetus when Missouri Western College in 
St. Joseph expanded its program from two to four years. 
Before the expansion, students had to commute to Mary- 
ville, Kansas City, or Atchison, Kans. The new campus 
and expanded program should be instrumental in rais- 
ing the level of education in the region and help curb 
the outflow of young people seeking higher education. 


Figure Ed-1a 
TREND IN NUMBER OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
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Source: Annual Reports Missouri Public Schools 
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Figure Ed-1: 
ENROLLMENT, GRADES KINDERGARTEN TO 12TH, BY PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
A-B-C-D Region 
1971 - 1972 
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Table Ed-3 


MEDIAN SCHOOL YEARS COMPLETED, BY PERCENT, MALE-FEMALE, 25 AND OVER; U.S., 


MISSOURI, AND A-B-C-D REGION 1940-1970 


Region 
Hate 
Number 25 and Over 


% of "25 & Over" Population 
Median School Years Completed 


Female 
Number 25 and Over 
“of *25°@€ Over" (ropulatron 
Median School Years Completed 


Missouri 

Male 
Number 25 and Over 
% of "25 & Over” Population 
Median School Years Completed 


Female 
Number 25 and Over 
% of "25 & Over" Population 
Median School Years Completed 


United States 

Male 
Number 25 and Over (000) 
% of "25 € Over" Population 
Median School Years Completed 


Female 
Number 25 and Over (000) 
% of "25 & Over" Population 
Median School Years Completed 


Sources: 


1940 


40,356 
49.2% 
8.4 


41,718 
SOR 8% 
8.6 


1,116,994 
49.4% 
8.2 


1,142,798 
50.6% 
8.4 


37,463 
50.1% 
8.6 


37 313 
49.9% 
8.7 
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1950 


39,090 
47.3% 
8.9 


43,555 
52.7% 
9.4 


5 Py Ps pei i 
48.1% 
8.8 


1,248,890 
51.9% 
8.9 


42,685 
48.7% 
9.0 


44,886 
51.3% 
9.6 


1960 


34,689 
46.6% 
9.4 


39,741 
53.4% 
10.4 


Aig COS gees 
47.5% 
PE 


1,308,559 
52.5% 
a9 


47,931 
48.2% 
10.3 


51,508 
51.8% 
10.9 


U.S. Census of Population - Missouri, 1940-1970. 


1970 


31,845 
45.6% 
12.0 


38,020 
54.4% 
12.0 


1,212,083 
46.6% 
11.7 


1,390,196 
53.4% 
11.8 


51,784 
47.4% 
12.2 


57,527 
52.6% 
12.1 
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Agriculture in the A-B-C-D Region, as in most of 
Missouri, plays a major economic role. The region also 
tends to follow the national trend away from small farms 
to large, consolidated, mechanized farms. 

The average farm size for the area was 210 acres in 
1969. This is compared to the state average of 232 acres. 
Table Ag-1 shows the number of farms by size for each 
county and the region. It shows that the number of all 
farms in the region decreased between 1954 and 1969 by 
1,940 farms, or a decrease of 25.7 percent. 

Most of the decrease in number of farms came in the 
farms under 260 acres. For the period 1954 to 1969, farms 
under 260 acres decreased 35.6 percent, while large farms 
actually increased 20.3 percent. This reflects the trend 
toward consolidation of small farms into larger ones. 

Table Lu-1 and Table Lu-1p reflect land use by actre- 
age, and land use as a percentage of the total farm land 
area. In 1969, farm land still made up 92.4 percent of 
the total land area in the A-B-C-D region, and, of the 
land in farms, over 74 percent was used for cropland. 

Farm population in the region steadily decreased 
from 1930 to 1970. The decline was due, in large part, 
to the consolidation and mechanization of farms. The 
smaller size of farm families was also a factor in the 
decline of the farm population. 

Agriculture plays a major economic role in the re- 
gion. Table Ag-2 shows crops harvested by acreage. The 
number of acres in wheat, a staple crop in the 1950s, has 
declined. Corn and soybeans have become the main crops 
of the region. 
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Figure Lu-1 


TRENDS IN LAND USE 


A-B-C-D Region 


1940 1950 


YEAR 
Derived from Table Lu-/ 


1960 


1970 


Table Ag-3 reflects the value of farm products sold 
from 1959 to 1969. As shown in Table Ag-3, the total 
value of all farm products sold in the region in 1969 was 
over $74 million. The average market value of all agri- 
culture products sold per farm for the state in 1969 was 
$10,651; the value for the A-B-C-D Region was $15,652. 

Although sizeable acreage is used for grains, live- 
stock continues to be the main agricultural product of 
the region. Of all farm products sold in 1969, livestock 
represented almost $58.5 million dollars or 78.6 percent 
of the total. 

Table and Figure Ag-4 mirror the major role cattle 
production plays in the region. Cattle numbers steadily 
increased from 1940 to 1969. The number of hogs re- 
mained relatively steady from 1949 to 1969, while sheep 
raising declined rapidly and poultry fell off slowly. 

The number of farm operators who worked off their 
farms compared to the total number of farm operators 
greatly increased from 1949 to 1969. 

Table Em-4 shows that 32.1 percent of all farm oper- 
ators in the region worked off their farms in 1949. The 
figure grew to 58.1 percent by 1969. Although the num- 
ber of farm operators decreased every census period from 
1949 to 1969, due mainly to farm consolidation and 
change of employment, the percentage of farm operators 
working off their farms increased every period. 

By 1969, over 50 percent of all farm operators in 
every county were, working off their farms. 


Figure Ag-1a 
TREND IN FARM SIZE 
A-B-C-D Region 
8,000 
N O-179 acres 
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Derived from Table Ag-/ 
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The A-B-C-D Region also experienced an increase in 
the number and percent of farm operators working off 
their farms 100 days or more. In 1949, 18.4 percent of all 
farm operators worked off their farms 100 days or more. 
By 1969, the figure had risen to 44.0 percent. The state 
percentage was 20.5 percent in 1949 and 40.6 percent in 
1969. The U.S. showed 23.3 percent in 1949 and 34.2 
percent in 1969. 

It is obvious that the percentage of operators work- 
ing off-farm is increasing at a faster rate in the A-B-C-D 
Region than in the state or nation, and it should be 
noted that the region is also well above both the state 
and national level of off-farm employment. 


Figure Ag-1b 
TREND IN AVERAGE SIZE OF FARMS 
A-B-C-D Region ai 
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Figure Ag-1c 
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Figure Ag-4 
MATURE ANIMALS ON FARMS 


Converted to Animal Unit (A.U.) equivalents: 
1 A.U. = 1 cow, 1 horse, 5 hogs, 7 sheep, 100 poultry 
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Derived from Table Ag-4 
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NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, COUNTY AND REGION; A-B-C-D REGION 1900-1969. 


‘Farm Size Group 


& County 1900 1910 
Total Farms 
Andrew 2,564 2,460 
Buchanan 2,584 PD tg) 
Clinton 2,024 1,748 
DeKalb PEGI) 2,186 
Region 9,549 8,966 
Under 10 Acres 
Andrew 90 102 
Buchanan 166 239 
Clinton 52 91 
DeKalb 53 an 
Region 361 503 
10-49 Acres 
Andrew 602 543 
Buchanan 876 815 
Clinton 433 Zi2 
DeKalb 539 378 
Region 2,450 2,008 
50-99 Acres 
Andrew 846 756 
Buchanan 669 600 
Clinton 563 409 
DeKalb 774 656 
Region 2,952 2,421 
100-179* Acres 
Andrew 667 694 
Buchanan 554 556 
Clinton 498 476 
DeKalb 636 662 
Region Zips 50 2,382 
180#259* Acres 
Andrew Sai 233 
Buchanan 214 236 
Clinton 249 238 
DeKalb 246 262 
Region 936 969 
260-499 Acres 
Andrew 114 Ul 
Buchanan 89 113 
Clinton 166 191 
DeKalb ie 141 
Region 486 557 
500-999 Acres 
Andrew 15 20 
Buchanan 14 11 
Clinton 59 62 
DeKalb 10 14 
Region 98 107 
1000 Acres or More 
Andrew 3 0 
Buchanan 2 2 
Clinton 4 9 
DeKalb 2 2 
Region 11 rr 
Source; 


1920 


2,338 
2,627 
1,576 
22p24 
8,560 


120 
330 
49 
90 
589 


458 
802 


wy > 


U.S. Bureau of Census. 


Table Ag-1 


1930 


2,239 
2,355 
1,528 
1,909 
8,031 


td 
307 
107 


11 
1 
14 


1940 


24233 
2,444 
1,582 
1,782 
8,041 


175 
407 
126 

tS 
783 


413 
790 
189 
214 
1,516 


541 
499 
299 
425 
1,764 


676 
446 


1949 


1,954 
2,046 
Beep ae! 
1,676 
6,899 


102 
311 


22 


1954 


1,849 
1,847 
1,203 
1,487 
6,386 


145 
304 


1959 


1,530 
1,466 
1,057 
1-392 
5,345 


27 


Census of Agriculture 1900-1969, 


*Previous to 1940, the size breakdowns were 100-174 and 175-259 acres. 
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1969 


1,352 
1,186 
1,045 
1,163 
4,746 
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Table Lu-1p 


PERCENT LAND USE DISTRIBUTION BY ACREAGE; COUNTY AND A-B-C-D REGION; 1900-1969 


Non-Tarm Land 
Andrew 
Buchanan 
Clinton 
DeKalb 

Region 


Land in Farms 
Andrew 
Buchanan 
Clinton 
DeKalb 

Region 


Total Woodland 
Andrew 
Buchanan 
Clinton 

DeKalb 

Region 


Woodland Pastured 
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Buchanan 

Claacon 

DeKalb 

Region 


Woodland Not Pastured 
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Buchanan 

Clinton 

DeKalb 

Region 


Oven Pasture 
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Buchanan 
Clinton 
DeKalb 
Region 


Total Cropland 
Andrew 


Buchanan 
Clinton 
DeKalb 
Region 


Other Farm Land 
fnarew 

Buchanan 
Clinton 

DeKalb 

Region 


Source: Derived From Table Lu-1 and U.S. Census of Agriculture, 
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62.1% 
53654 
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Business, Industry, and Employment 


The first businesses in the A-B-C-D Region were those 
fundamental to survival in the west. First trading posts, 
then general stores and liveries sprang up as people used 
St. Joseph as a jumping-off point for westward migration. 

Though droves of people moved west, many settled 
in and around St. Joseph to provide goods and services 
to those moving west. Herein lay the beginnings of a 
large metropolitan area and the start of business and 
industry in the A-B-C-D Region. 

Table Ec-1 shows the number of business units by 
type of business for the four counties and the region. As 
might be expected, Buchanan County had the most busi- 
ness units of all the counties. It must be considered that 
although the number of establishments is important, the 
size of those establishments is equally important. The 
number of employees and the size of payrolls are ob- 
viously a significant factor in determining the impact of 
a business on the area. 

Figure Ec-1 illustrates the trend in business units 
for the region from 1947 to 1970. Total business 
units increased from 1947 to 1962, then declined slowly 
up to 1970. The only category that showed an increase 
since 1962 was selected services. 

Taxable payrolls by type of business are shown in 
Table Tx-1. A comparison of Table Tx-1 and Table Ec-1 
reveals the importance of size of business units rather 
than the number of units. 
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For example, in 1947, DeKalb County had six busi- 
nesses involved in transportation, communications, and 
utilities. The taxable payroll of those six businesses was 
around $4,000. The same year, Andrew County had only 
five businesses in the same category, yet their payrolls 
amounted to nearly $19,000. 

The total labor force decreased sharply between 
1930 and 1940, due largely to the Great Depression. 
With the advent of World War II, employment rose 
between 1940 and 1950, but declined slowly from 1950 
to 1970. This trend is shown in Table Em-1 and Figure 
Em-1. 

A closer inspection of employment numbers can be 
made in Table Em-3. Table Em-3 shows number of em- 
ployees by type of business for the four counties and the 
region and compares the regional figure to state and 
national trends. While a decline has occurred in agricul- 
ture, manufacturing, selected services, and wholesale 
trade, an increase occurred in retail employees. The state 
and national trends show increases in all categories ex- 
cept agriculture. (See Figure Em-3.) 

Figure Em-2a illustrates employment trends for 
males and females for the period 1930 to 1970. Female 
employment declined slightly from 1930 to 1940, then 
rose steadily from 1940 to 1970. Male employment gen- 
erally declined over the same period except for a slight 
increase from 1940 to 1950. 


Retail Trade: In the A-B-C-D Region, the total 
number of retail employees increased 6.8 percent from 
1958 to 1967. Considering the population decrease of the 
region during this period, the rise in retail employees 
is a good indicator of increased consumer purchasing 
power during the period. 

Wholesale Trade: Although there was a 15.1 per- 
cent increase in employment in wholesale trade from 
1958 to 1967, it reached its peak in 1963, then declined 
somewhat from 1963 to 1967. However, the 15.1 percent 
increase was greater than the comparable percent increase 
for the state, but less than the national figure. (See Table 
Em-3.) 

Selected Services: Nationally, the census category 
called selected services is the fastest growing sector in em- 
ployment with a 32.3 percent increase between 1958 and 
1967. Missouri gained 25.2 percent. The A-B-C-D Region 
showed a decline of 15.1 percent for the same period. 
The regional decrease in selected services can be linked 

to the outmigration of young adults from the region. 

Agriculture: Employment in agriculture has been 
declining both statewide and nationally for several de- 
cades. The trend has been toward larger, more profitable 
farms. As shown in Table Em-3, the state declined 23.9 
percent from 1959 to 1969, while the nation dropped an 
estimated 19.5 percent. The decline in employment in 
agriculture has been slower in the region than in either 
the state or nation, with a decrease of 16.7 percent. 


Some further loss of agricultural employees in the 
region is likely to occur, but the loss can be overcome 
by alternative employment in industry and selected ser- 
vices and part-time farming may increase. 


Manufacturing: Regional manufacturing employ- 
ment decreased from 1963 to 1967, while state and na- 
tional manufacturing employment showed increases. 

Clinton and DeKalb counties showed increases in 
manufacturing, but these were offset by the considerable 
drop in Buchanan County. DeKalb County had the larg- 
est gain with an increase of 145 percent. 

Table Em-6 shows the number of people in the labor 
force in each county, the number unemployed and the 
unemployed as a percentage of the total work force. 

The worst year for unemployment was 1940, coming 
as it did at the end of the depression, when 8.8 percent 
of the total work force in the region was out of work. 
By 1970, the figure had dropped to 3.6 percent. 

In 1970, unemployment ranged from 2.2 percent in 
DeKalb County to 3.9 percent in Buchanan. The 3.6 
percent unemployment figure for the region in 1970 was 
one percent below the state unemployment rate. 

More than 1,600 persons were unemployed in 1970 
in the region. Also, a sizable number of persons not in 
the labor force by definition (not actively seeking work) 
would enter the labor force if they could develop skills 
and if jobs to match those skills became available. 


Table Em-1 
LABOR FORCE DISTRIBUTION; BY MAJOR CATEGORIES; A-B-C-D REGION 1930-1970 


Occupation 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 
Agriculture* LA, patal.6 9,745 8,061 4,888 3,360 
Forestry and Fisheries* 26 9 16 0 --- 
Mineral Extraction 132 159 81 77 121 
Construction 35495 1,990 oie PAPA) Zp 704 
Manufacturing Lee POT 8093591 7039) 812,79/8 10,818 
Wholesale Trade** 9,300 2,200 2,868 2,356 Zeon 
Retail Trade** --- TrLon 8,509 7,493 7,796 
Selected Services 10,745 8,487 8,266 8,816 10,141 
Communications 715 403 542 550 562 
Transportation and Utilities 3,833 B8e207 ce ws 3741 40 yl Thy? 
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 1,453 123.16 1313 1,576 125-08 
Public Administration 430 RAE ho) I> OD 1,602 120.2 
All Occupations 54,952). 887 146,883 7335.45 795 4h 118 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Census, 1930-1970. 


*1970 Forestry and Fisheries included in Agriculture. 
**1930 Retail Trade included in Wholesale Trade. 
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Figure Em-1 Figure Em-2a 


POPULATION DISTRIBUTION BY OCCUPATION MALES, FEMALES AND TOTAL IN OCCUPATIONS 
A-B-C-D Region A-B-C-D Region 
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° 200 
The reader may notice a discrepancy in employment Z 
figures between Table Em-1 and Table Em-3. The reason f 1p00 
is that the figures were taken from two different sources. 
The most notable difference occurs in the ‘Selected U 
Services” category. In this category, Table Em-1 (taken Porc” 
from the U.S. Census) includes all service occupations 
as well as education, hospitals, and health related ser- t 600 
vices. Services excluded from Table Em-3 (taken from s BET AU ee 


the County and City Data Book) are medical and health 
services, legal services, education, and non-profit organ- 
izations. 
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Table Em-3 


TOTAL PAID EMPLOYEES BY TYPE OF BUSINESS; COUNTY, U.S., MISSOURI, AND A-B-C-D REGION 


Andrew 

Buchanan 
Clinton 

DeKalb 

A.B.C.D. Region 
Missouri 


United States 


Andrew 

Buchanan 
Clinton 

DeKalb 

A.B.C.D. Region 


Missouri 


United States 


Andrew 

Buchanan 
Clinton 

DeKalb 

A.B.C.D. Region 
Missouri 


United States 


Sources: 


1958-1967 


Retail Employees 


% Change 


1958 1963 1967 "S8-"67 
280 294 295 + 5.4% 
SyeeT/ 5y, HO 5,596 see sia 
471 473 508 + 7.8% 

166 232 167 + 0.6% 
6,314 6,109 6,566 + 4.0% 
214,305 PIV IPA, 230,055 are inky! 


7,942,944 8,410,199 9,380,616 +13. 1% 


Selected Services Employees 


% Change 

1958 1963 1967 “S8= "67 
a2 30 37 ten). Gp 
1,688 1,462 1,438 - 14.8% 
102 74 63 - 38.2% 

14 21 20 + 42.8% 
1,836 1,587 1 S58 ~- 15.1% 
71,389 76,120 89,409 = eA ey! 


2,904,156 3 20 ly DAN 3,841,174 +5 32). 3% 


Manufacturing Employees 


% Change 

1958 1963 1967 '58-'67 
N/A 13 12 N/A 

ly, Oe 10,479 10,269 - 6.8% 
72 98 82 + 13.9% 

20 17 49 +145.0% 
11,106 10,607 10,412 - 6.2% 
364,006 391,254 452,200 + 24.2% 


15,421,583 16,942,292 - 19,322,900 +) 25.3% 


Census of Business - 1963, 1967 - Retail Trade, 


aoane and City Data Book — 1962, 1967. 
Uisiois oy. Of Agriculture - 1959, 1964, 1969. 


U.S. Census of Manufactures - 1963, 1968. 


N/A indicates figures not given to avoid disclosure. 
County Totals and Regional Totals include number of sources responding N/A. 


1958 
32 
2,120 
111 
14 
20277 
86,902 


2,807,661 


1959 
1,560 
1,573 
1,244 
1,318 
5,695 

172,286 


3,503,235 


Wholesale 


1963 
32 
2,560 
U3 
27 
27732 
91,695 


3,088,706 


Employees 


1967 
34 
2,442 
132 
13 
2,621 
99,692 


37518 ,969 


Agriculture Employees 


1964 
1,306 
1,378 
1,115 
1,127 
4,936 

158,241 


3,064,797 


1969 
1,283 
1,251 
1,095 
1,114 
4,743 

121,762 


N/A 


% Change 
'58-'67 


+) G20 
+15.2% 
+18.9% 
- 7.1% 
+15.1% 
+14.7% 


+25.3% 


% Change 
'59="69 


-17.8% 
=16.7% 
=29.3% 


-19.5% (e) 


Wholesale Trade and Selected Services. 


Figure Em-3 
TREND IN NUMBERS OF EMPLOYEES BY TYPE OF BUSINESS 


A-B-C-D Region 
AGRICULTURE MANUFACTURING 
Percent Change 1959-1969 Percent Change 1958-1969 


Derived from Table Em-3 
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YEAR YEAR 


RETAIL TRADE WHOLESALE TRADE SELECTED SERVICES 
Percent Change 1958-1967 Percent Change 1958-1967 Percent Change 1958-1967 
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1940 

Labor Force 
Unemployed 

Percent Unemployed 


1950 

Labor Force 
Unemployed 

Percent Unemployed 


1960 


Labor Force 
Unemployed 
Percent Unemployed 


1970 

Labor Force 
Unemployed 

Percent Unemployed 


1940 

Labor Force 
Unemployed 

Percent Unemployed 


1950 

Labor Force 
Unemployed 

Percent Unemployed 


1960 


Labor Force 
Unemployed 
Percent Unemployed 


1970 


Labor Force 
Unemployed 
Percent Unemployed 


Source: U.S. Bureau of Census. 
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Male 


4,252 
173 
4.1 


Male 


Andrew 
Female 


DeKalb 
Female 


345 
32 
9.4 


447 
id 
1.6 


Table Em-6 
UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES AND PERCENT OF TOTAL LABOR FORCE: COUNTY AND A-B-C-D REGION 


1940-1970 
Total Male 
4,945 28,442 

218 OL 
4.4 Oe?) 
4,331 26,07 19 
67 {aes 
U6 a33 
4,066 23,380 
100 889 
25 3.8 
4,457 20,869 
aay 691 
25 BjG.é 
Total Male 
Sale 40,006 
139 3,546 
4.0 8.9 
3,104 36,412 
16 ae he) 
O25 3.4 
2,634 31,664 
73 1,104 
PhS: syle 
2,556 28,882 
55 891 

PAS 9 Stat 


Buchanan 
Female Total 
Ol peels oO 7 OOS 
896 Bio oS 
8.8 TOre2 
11,944 38,722 
466 1,621 
3.9 4.2 
12,940 36,320 
633 VAS 22 
4.9 4.2 
Sia SOMA OOS 
648 1 339 
4.9 Sie 

Regional 
Female Total 
depots 520025 
1,036 4,582 
Si 8.8 
14,056 50,468 
496 Uys 7S 
yas 3.4 
15,961 47,625 
led WAZ 
5 328 
16,865 45,747 
738 1,629 
4,4 3.6 


Male 


General Social and Economic Characteristics, 1940-1970. 


Table Em-6a 


UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES AND PERCENT OF TOTAL LABOR FORCE; U.S., 


Region 
Total Civilian Work Force 


Number Unemployed 


Percent Unemployed 


Male 
Female 


Missouri 


Total Civilian Work Force 
Number Unemployed 


Percent Unemployed 


Male 
Female 


United States 


Total Civilian Work Force (000) 
Number Unemployed (000) 
Percent Unemployed 


Male 
Female 


Source: U.S. Bureau of Census, General Social and Economic Characteristics, 


1940 


See Leo 
4,582 
8.8 
8.9 
8.5 


1,521,086 


22n,992 
14.7 
15.3 
12.8 


55,640 
8,120 
14.6 
14.3 
TS $5 


1950 


50, 
1, 


52, 


62, 
3, 


MISSOURI, AND A-B-C-D REGION 1940-1970 


1960 
468 47,625 
145 1,821 
3.4 3.8 
3.4 Sad 
33D 4.5 
167 1,639,427 
350 67,527 
I 4.1 
3.4 4,2 
ce 4.0 
208 69,628 
288 3,852 
5.3 arte. 
5.1 5.4 
5.7 5.9 


1970 


45,747 
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Income 


Income Trends 


Table and Figure In-3 show per capita, mean family, 
and median family income for the A-B-C-D Region from 
1950 to 1970. 

The calculated mean or average family income in 
Table In-3 was not available for the region until 1970. 
In 1970, the mean family income was well below the 
mean of incomes for Missouri and the United States. 

Per capita income for the region ran well ahead of 
the state mark in 1960, and was slightly below the state 
figure in 1970. 

Table In-3 shows that Buchanan County had the 
highest per capita, mean family, and median family income 
of the four counties in 1970, while DeKalb had the low- 
est mean, per capita, and median family income. 

Through the cooperation of the Missouri Depatrt- 


in the region from 1950 to 1971. As Figure W-1 shows, 
the number of recipients in the region declined sharply 
from 1950 to 1965, then rose again from 1965 to 1970. 
Both Andrew and DeKalb Counties experienced relative- 
ly steady decreases in the number of welfare recipients 
during the 20-year period. Buchanan and Clinton Coun- 
ties followed the regional trend with a decline in recip- 
ients up to 1965, followed by a large increase from 1965 


to 1970. 


Table In-3 


INCOME TRENDS 


U.S., Missouri and A-B-C-D; Region 1950-1970 


ment of Revenue, Table In-4 has been prepared for the 1950 1960 1970 
years 1963 to 1971. In this nine-year period, the gross Andrew Count 
income as measured by state income tax returns increased Per ee Income* 1, a 1,1 ar 2,477 
l 4 . . Mean Family Income N/A N/A 8,144 
$136,013,418 or 72.8 percent During the same period, Median Family Income 2,063 3.Sa0 a7 ame 
the number of returns filed also increased by 30.3 per- 
cent or 10,413 returns. Thus, the average income per Buchanan County 
return increased $1,774 or 32.6 percent (See Figure In-4). Fey, Capita a ncomes VAS» i SRR Oe 2 oe 
: ; Mean Family Income N/A N/A 9,302 
The regional population fell 1.5 percent between Median Family Income 2,921 5,414 8,379 
1960 and 1970 while the number of income tax returns 
grew by 30.3 percent. This means that a large number of ciinton cosny i : 1.950” 1.9m eee 
; er Capita Income ’ ’ ’ 
persons entered the tax-paying bracket for the first time Mean Family Income N/A N/A 8, 599 
in the 1960s. Median Family Income 2,166 3,842 7,919 
Another important source of income in the region Sha18c 
2k eKa ount 
has been the state-administered welfare program. sear er ee encoast 1,210 1,492 —Begge 
Although the population of the region declined 7.6 Mean Family Income N/A N/A 7,558 
percent from 1950 to 1970, the amount of money in- Median Family Income 1,764 3,034 6,252 
jected into the area from welfare payments increased 71.8 ; 
Regional 
percent. In 1970-71, the welfare payments from all sources Per Capita Income* 1,381 2,269 927me? 
amounted to almost $5.6 million. It is important to note, Mean Family Income N/ N/A 8,991 
however, that although there has been an increase in Median Family Income 2,799 
welfare payments in the region, the tegion’s share of the Missouri 
state welfare budget has been declining. In 1950, the Per Capita Income 1,443 2,115 2,983 
region’s welfare payments amounted to 3.5 percent of Bean Famrty TneGes 1,618 Se 
NV : ami 
the state total. In 1971, it came to 2.4 percent of the median Fanity. nee = ak 
state total. Thus, state welfare payments increased at a United States 
faster rate than did payments in the A-B-C-D Region. Per Capita Income 1,491 ¢r435 Sees 
een ‘ iad : ; Mean Family Income 5,025 Be410 ~1igno0 
County received over $4 million in wel Median Family Income 3,073 5,663 9,433 
fare payments in 1970-71, of which a large portion went 
to St. Joseph. This amounts to 75.8 percent of all wel- Source: U.S. Census of Population, 1950-1970. 


fare dollars spent in the region that year. 
Table and Figure W-1 illustrate the welfare dollars 
spent and the number of recipients in each county and 


*County and Regional Per Capita figures for 
1950 and 1960 are derived from, Total Personal 
Income as given by Bureau of Economic Analysis. 
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Figure In-3 
FAMILY INCOME TRENDS FOR A-B-C-D, MISSOURI, AND U.S. 


(in OOO's) (in OOO's) (in OOO's) 
44 PER CAPITA INCOME \04 MEDIAN INCOME 


.e) 
1950 1960 1970 
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Derived from Table In-3 


61 


6Le‘L $ 
Sd) a) Lo 
696‘L98’727E$ 
€£9'S $ 
OLE "< 
Le9’OSE’EL $ 
966'9 $ 
9%z'S 

97H‘ L9S“9E ¢$ 
99t’L g 
nLS‘EE& 
880'6S9‘0Sz$ 
697‘9 $ 
9SG‘¢€ 


HeSudGcwec Ss 


LL6L 


L00°L $ 
€07‘Eh 
809‘07L‘Z0E$ 
88S‘S $ 
9€7'7 


eno’nen’ ct $ 


SLS‘9 $ 
Se8‘h 
€ZH‘S6n‘ LE $ 


Ofer £ $ 
ELL CS. 
609‘ 6S7‘8EZS 
€60°9 $ 
6SE‘E 


€68‘L9n‘0Z $ 


OL6L 


0Ss9’9 $ 
€98‘Zh 
169’ShH0’S87$ 
Lng‘s $ 
Gac co 


HEC One leas 


€77‘9 $ 
86L‘h . 
L06‘SS8‘6Z $ 


0ng‘9 $ 
009‘ZE 
tLo‘zs6’77cs 


S76‘S $ 
Onz‘e 
666‘96L‘6L $ 


696L 


869 $ 
LEL‘On 
187‘91L9‘097$ 
020‘S $ 
6EL‘Z 


8HS’hhs‘OL $ 


S0*9 $ 
76h‘ th 
8L6‘°SSL‘LZ $ 


11949 $ 
L80‘LE 
fl t‘0oz79’soz$ 


Ln9‘S $ 
€L1o0‘’e 
nn8‘S66‘9L $ 


8961 


SS0‘9 $ 
H#lo’6e 
S69‘677z‘9Ez$ 
LEL‘h $ 
9€0‘Z 


OLS‘hn9’6 ¢ 


L€9°S $ 
Loi‘ t 
€On’6re‘ez $ 


LLz‘9 $ 
S6‘6Z 
H€n’nSs‘LELs 
9nEe‘s $ 
€88‘Z 


BHE‘LLh‘’SL $ 


L96L 


L86‘S $ 
eng‘Le 
€€7° 18S ‘97Z$ 


Lho‘’S $ 
166°L 
Lhz‘7S0‘OL 


A 


neL‘s 
L96‘€ 
908°€L9°7Z $ 


Se 


9SGL‘9 $ 
060‘6Z 
LZE‘L90’ 6LL$ 
G8z‘S $ 
86L‘Z 


€ESB8‘LB8L‘hL $ 


996L 


S6L‘S $ 
967‘9€ 
86S‘STE‘OLT$ 


729‘ t $ 
S8e8‘L 
Sei eel Cams 


S9t‘S $ 
6LL°E 
0€0°LS9’0z $ 


1664S $ 
966‘LZ 
SEL‘Sos’LoL$ 


L66‘h $ 
9697 
Ge 9S) 7 ets 


So 


189‘S ¢ 
THOSE 
68L‘9S0‘66L$ 


L80‘t $ 
O9L‘L 
AGHAST SS 


LS8‘h $ 
L6S‘€ 
Onn’ Lin’ Ze ¢$ 


186‘/S $ 
GOL‘LZ 
766‘LSS‘Z9L$ 
L69‘t $ 
92S9‘Z 


69n‘ HOS‘ LL $ 


HI6L 


7261-2961 UOIBaY G-O-d-V SUIN}Jay Xe] 8}e}S JENPIAIPU| 43d 
AWOONI ADVYSAV GNV SAWOONI SSOYD G3aLSnNrav 


p-U] Beigel 


“LZ6L-E96L ‘SuaNjey Xe swWOoUT TeNpTATpU] 83e9g TANoOsSsT]! Jo stTsATeuY, ‘enusAsy Jo 4UeWIreda|ag TINOSS TI 


Sin’s $ 
CLE‘ HE 
LSS‘8HB‘98L$ 


96L‘E $ 
SOUL 
6L7‘0nS ‘9 


ie 


Se a 


ZOOL‘ t 
€nn‘€ 
89S‘88L‘OL $ 


CEL*S $ 
SOL" 9c 
LOHZLLOTES IS 


LtS ‘th $ 
hin’ Z 
Lec‘ sno’Lt $ 


C96L 


2 90INOS 


uinjoy /euiosuy oberzsay 

surnjzoy Jo Aequnn 

ewosuT ssozy peasnlpy 
STeIOL Teuotbay 


urnzey/aewoourt sbexrzay 
suainjey Fo zequnN 

ewoodurl ssorzy peyasnlpy 

JZunod) qTeyed 


uanqzey/ewuooul obexroay 

suinjeyx Jo ASequmN 

euoouT ssoirs) paysnlCpy 
A}UNOD UOAUTTO 


umnjey /ewoourl ebereay 
suinjzey Jo rZequnn 


ewoOoUT SSsory peasnlpy 


AjuNOD UuPUPYoONE, 


urnjzoy/suooul aberzoay 
suinjey Jo requny 
ewoourl ssozy peasnlpy 


nr a ee 
AWUNOD MeTpPUY 


Figure In-4 
PERSONAL INCOME TRENDS 
A-B-C-D Region 


(in 000's) 
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Income Level 73% 
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Derived from Table In-4 


Figure W-1 


WELFARE TRENDS 
A-B-C-D Region (%) 
4.0 
DOLLARS SPENT NUMBER OF RECIPIENTS PERCENT OF STATE TOTAL 
(Millions of $) 7,000 46873 3.5 
6 : 6708 
5,586,544 
6,000 3.0 
Welfare $ Received 
5,000 25 
No. of Recipients 
4,000 20 
3,000 15 
2,000 19 
Derived from Division of Welfare 
Annual Reports 
1,000 5 
1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 
fe) 0 
YEAR 1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1950 1955 i960 —«1965~—Ss«9°70 
YEAR 
YEAR 
Table W-1 
TOTAL WELFARE, BY COUNTY AND REGION 
A-B-C-D Region 
1950-1970 
COUNTY 1950-51 1955-56 1960-61 1965-66 1970-1971 
Andrew County 
Amount in $ $ 313,542 $ 368,356 $ 381,675 $ 361,973 $ &813,885 
Number of Recipients 670 630 565 462 440 
Buchanan Count 
oe $2,255,662 $2,218,133 $2,193,388 $2,388,951 sa,250,0o2 


Clinton Count 
ee $ 475,130 $ 481,935 $ 473,187 $ 423,170 $ 621,122 
Number of Recipients 974 864 730 574 


645 

DeKalb County 

Amount in $ $ 206,979 $ 279,646 ~$ —265,417/°4) 263,859 9@ 319,585 

Number of Recipients 443 476 388 325 311 
Regional Totals 

Amount in $ $3,251,313 $3,348,070 $3,313,667 $3,437,553 $5,586,544 

Number of Recipients 6,873 6,223 53 ta 5,016 6,708 
Region as % of State Total 

Amount in $ 3.5% 3.0% 2.5% 2.4% 2.4% 

Number of Recinients 3.2% 2.9% 2.2% 2.2% 2.3% 
source: 


Annual Report, Missouri Division of Welfare, 1950-1971. 
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Transportation, Communications, 


and Utilities 


Transportation 


Transportation modes, whatever their type, are im- 
portant not only for public travel, but also are a major 
factor in the economy of the region. Easy access to air, 
water, and surface transportation lines is vital in deter- 
mining where to locate business and industrial sites. 
Good transportation lines are equally important to the 
shipping of agricultural products and commodities. 

The A-B-C-D Region has an excellent variety of 
transportation services, the hub of which is St. Joseph. 

River Shipping: Located on the Missouri River, St. 
Joseph gives access to river ports on the Missouri, Missis- 
sippi, and Ohio rivers. Barge lines provide shipping ser- 
vices for industrial items as well as agricultural products. 
Terminal facilities are privately owned, but loading and 
unloading facilities are available for public use. (See Fig- 
ure T-1.) 

Railroads: Six major rail carriers serve the region. 
The Chicago and North Western and the Burlington 
Northern railroads serve Andrew County, while the 
Burlington Northern and the Atchison, Topeka and Santa 
Fe lines service Clinton County. DeKalb County is served 
by the Burlington Northern and the Chicago, Rock Is- 
land and Pacific railroads. Buchanan County and the city 
of St. Joseph are served by all of the railroads already 
mentioned plus the Union Pacific Railroad Company. 

It is important to note the vital role played by the 
railroads in helping the region reach a prominent place 
in the livestock and meat-packing industries. 

Figure T-2 illustrates rail access to the region within 
a 500-mile radius. Figure T-3 shows rail service within 
the region itself. 
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Highways: Figures T-3 and T-4 indicate the major 
and supplemental highways throughout the region. 
One of the major north-south highways is U.S. In- 
terstate 29, which runs north from Kansas City to St. 
Joseph, then turns northwest and exits the region on 
the west side of Andrew County. U.S. Highway 71 paral- 
lels I-29 through Buchanan County, but continues north 
through Andrew County. Interstate 35 runs north-south 
from the southeast corner of DeKalb County. 

East-west arteries include U.S. Highway 36, a multi- 
lane divided highway which was still under construction 
in early 1973. It runs through the middle of the region. 
Missouri Highway 116 traverses the southern portions of 
Buchanan and Clinton counties. 

In addition, the region has a network of concrete 
and asphalt roads which serve the entire region. 

In all, according to the Missouri State Highway De- 
partment report of December 31, 1972, the A-B-C-D 
Region had 940.9 miles of supplemental and hard-surface 
highways and roads. 

Approximately 30 motor freight lines operate within 
the region, a number of which have major terminals at 
St. Joseph. 

Two major bus lines serve St. Joseph and the area 
and offer parcel express service as well as passenger ser- 
vice. 


Airports: The Rosecrans Memorial Airport is the 
largest airport in the region. Located at St. Joseph, it 
offers fixed base operations and offers expedited air freight 
services to forwarders and handlers at Kansas City Inter- 
national Airport. Rosecrans Airport is a combined com- 
mercial-military type facility and has an FAA installation 
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Figure T-1 
NAVIGABLE WATERWAYS OF CENTRAL U.S. 


NORTH DAKOTA 


o 
SP 
O 
<5) 


- 
SOUTH DAKOTA 


WH PIERRE 


f id 
Sioux = = 


SAGINAW 
poRT HURON 
fees ANSING %& conan 
DETROIT ot a 
oS. hey ® fo, SC pENNSYL, 
iGO i a 4, 
F — Hh) Sey i Mity = . A, 
NEBRASKA ai BEND fone youncstowne Pop, $ tost brady hy 
INDIANA o re PITTSBURGH 
OMAHA COLUMBUS cKeesport 
x Nebrasia City INDIANAPOLIS He Tanesville Y HEELING Oy 
Cag) e 
P r G Map, MORBANTOWN © ot 
en erence eeme ofils Ch = Saath m = o renee nate MG * Me aes 
‘ nido ) 
<> om = se! : te SPRINGFIELD rg Mm Ry Ree 
ATCHISON O72 of "y % ey oN Gg 
LEAVENWORTH we nn . 14%, Tian by OH 10 re é 
10 no x " 
ie, ciety Py, ASHLAND 0 1 ate CHARLESFOW 
Metast St.louis yp < ~ = FRANKFORT 
of eS _ioongville z DEATTYVILLE { 
Vee z - yy Byfeld 
< \ Chester rs ae AUCKY AlN ER y - 
oA “pM Rochester 
WICHITA Kn MISSOUR 0 Mur b> BOWLING ee ENTUCE R G \ 
x CAPE GIRARDEAU OR Qh Many * Ri” ~ a 
e gs R ¢ Burnside 
5 PADUCA! hal ~ 
cpvoos® pamentats < ERy And S E E 
TULSA m as Ss 
ce: NASHVILLE © 
MUSKOGEL on 
OKLAHOMA anny m TEN ” @ (HATTA 
b. O FORT SMITH EMPHIS 7H ~~ 
pH -— Ri @ Huntsville’ 
SDR oe 4, ip LITTLE ROCK at, \ ER cyutigsuitt 
\ Sp PINE BLUFF ears LS » Ah e Rome 
s Ki »o ie & Sp ht * 
ee hang, og - = i ATLANTA juGust/ 
\ NC LL PS 2 EC | SH @ BIRMINGHAM) 6 
| , 1 crermuis = "Weaiogs, wo 
soa ae % . ia?) > | i \ SS 
FORT WORTH @ ~ © DALLAS =. Monroe a Vicksburg = ey von 7 RS ws io) ew 
“ 
ae } Shreveport > tk JACKSON a xp * py = & ? 
WACO @ A ics = EEG Simo oe 1 te 
2 aXo* co 2 r 2 cere 3 
\ = an mA Notchez we & ao a Ses 
Vic. . LAY x [CK EUFAULA & ~~ 
5 “s ae 3) } (ee NES mnnanoet 
AUSTIN 4q > mere te E “aCOLA ome) 
* ww We) Vg A BATON ROUGE SAAD 6} 2 PENSACOL” FR) 
7 «| kr, e = . I si 
4%, \ Ny e, va We a bo awama Cl 4 
Ay BEAUMONT 4 %,% \ st.) 
- Plaquemine Op, %, Port St. 08° Gamer, 
70, E>, f 4 77 oy Cg Np 
wv 5 ee ma =m % DEPTH OF CHANNEL 
Texas City ie %y — id 4 i mt MK 4 %e 
al "yy, E.G Me, a) 
Victoria a F he %, Ves, f ag ; >. “NW, 
‘ : 
.. "or “Vy ‘ — N 9 ft. or more 
PORT O'CONNOR 


CORPUS CHRISTI a 


® Port Aransas 


ed 


Port Mansfield @| 


= 


BROW 


hs 
NSV! 


Source: Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army, 1970 


ria 


i? Port Isabel 
‘ 


66 


ae Under 9 ft. 


Py 


at the airport. The airport has hard-surfaced runways, 
private charter service, and aircraft sales. The airport’s close 
proximity to Kansas City International Airport gives the 
region access to nationwide points. 

Kansas City International Airport is about 32 miles 
south of St. Joseph and provides full passenger and air- 
craft service. Most major airlines operate at K.C.I. and 
the airport offers nationwide air cargo and freight con- 
nections. 

The Cameron Municipal Airport has an all-weather 
lighted runway and provides a hangar and maintenance 
building. 

A breakdown of air facilities in the region shows a 
total of 13 airports or air strips. Andrew County has four 
facilities, Buchanan has six, Clinton has three, and De- 
Kalb, none. 


Communications 


Telephone: Telephone service in the A-B-C-D Re- 
gion is provided by Southwestern Bell Telephone Com- 
pany and General Telephone Company. Lathrop, in Clin- 
ton County, is served by Lathrop Telephone Company. 
Holt, also in Clinton County, has United Telephone Com- 
pany service. Union Star, in DeKalb County, is served by 
Inter-County Telephone Company. 

Newspapers: Twelve newspapers are published in 
the region. Of the 12, four are dailies and eight are 
weekly papers. 


Television: St. Joseph has the only local television 
station in the region. Station KQTV operates on Chan- 
nel 2 and is received throughout the region. Other tele- 
vision reception comes from Kansas City stations as well 
as stations in Nebraska and Kansas. 

Radio: Three radio stations broadcast from within 
the A-B-C-D Region. Two of the stations are AM and 
one is an AM-FM station. 


Buchanan County Radio Stations 


St. Joseph AM KFEQ 680 Kc 

St. Joseph AM KKJO 1550 Kc 

St. Joseph AM/FM KUSN 1270 Kc/105.1 
Mc 

Utilities 


Figure T-5 shows the electric transmission line net- 
work developed to serve the needs of industry and cities 
throughout the region. 

A natural gas distribution system supplements the 
electrical power. The gas system serves most of the in- 
corporated communities in the region. (See Figure T-6.) 


Andrew County 
Savannah 


Buchanan County 
St. Joseph 
St. Joseph 
St. Joseph 
St. Joseph 
South St. Joseph 


Clinton County 
Cameron 
Cameron 
Cameron 
Lathrop 
Plattsburg 


DeKalb County 
Maysville 


W—Denotes weekly paper 


Newspapers 


(W) The Savannah Reporter and 
Andrew County Democrat 


(W) Buchanan County Farmer and Gower Gazette 
(D) St. Joseph Daily Courier 

(D) St. Joseph Gazette 

(D) St. Joseph News-Press 

(W) The Journal of Livestock and Agriculture 


(W) Cameron Citizen 
(D) News Observer 
(W) Cameron Sun 
(W) Lathrop Optimist 
(W) Plattsburg Leader 


(W) Record Herald 
D—Denotes daily paper 


(Source: Official Manual, State of Missouri, 1971-72, and Missouri Press Association.) 
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Figure T-2 
RAIL CONNECTIONS IN CENTRAL U.S. 
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Figure T-3 
MAJOR TRANSPORTATION NETWORK 
A-B-C-D Region 
1970 
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Figure T-4 
HARD SURFACED ROAD NETWORK 
A-B-C-D Region 
1970 
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Figure T-5 
MAJOR ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LINES 
A-B-C-D Region 


1970 
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Figure T-6 
MAJOR NATURAL GAS PIPE LINES 
A-B-C-D Region 
1970 
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Local Government 
Services 


In 1967, Missouri was one of the leading states in 
the number of local government units with 2,917. 

This figure was a 22 percent reduction from the 
1962 figure of 3,742. It has been suggested, however, that 
more streamlining of local government is still needed. 


As of the 1967 census, Missouri ranked sixth in 
number of municipalities, ninth in school districts, and 
eleventh in special districts. An example of special dis- 
tricts is Missouri’s 444 road districts, which constituted 
57 percent of all road districts in the nation. 


The A-B-C-D Region had 73 local government units 
and 462 elected government officials in 1967 (See Table 
Ga-1). 


Only one of the counties, DeKalb, retains the town- 
ship form of government. It has nine township boards 
employing 37 elected officials. 


Counties are classified into four categories based on 
the assessed valuation of property: Class I, $300 million 
and up; Class II, $70 million to $300 million; Class HI, 
$10 million to $70 million; and Class IV, below $10 
million. This system is used to set salaries of county 
officials and to authorize certain county level offices. 
Andrew, Clinton, and DeKalb Counties are Class III 
counties and Buchanan is a Class II county. 

Figure Ga-1 illustrates the decline in total local gov- 
ernment units from 1957 to 1967. 

The A-B-C-D counties have 16 school districts 
(1972). This is a considerable drop from 262 school dis- 
tricts in 1930. Figure Ed-1a illustrates the decline of 
school districts in the region from 1900 to 1970. 

Government employment in the region, including 
state, local and county employees, was slightly over 5,000 
in 1967 (Table Ga-1). Of this number, 1833 were em- 
ployed in education. 


Figure Ga-1 
GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION STATISTICS 
A-B-C-D Region 
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Health Services 


The focal point for health care services in the 
A-B-C-D Region is St. Joseph, on the western border of 
Buchanan County. Located here are four of the Region’s 
five hospitals, 27 of the 33 pharmacies and 12 of the 19 
nursing homes. 

St. Joseph Hospital (known locally as Sisters Hos- 
pital), the Methodist Medical Center, and the General 
Osteopathic Hospital, together offer more than 900 hos- 
pital beds and most of the medical services associated 
with a major medical complex. They have, for some time, 
served as the major referral center for most patients in 
northwest Missouri and northeastern Kansas. Studies 
have indicated that the actual service area population is 
approximately 150,000. St. Joseph State Hospital, one 
of the state mental institutions, is located here, as well 
as two nursing education programs. There are 101 physi- 
cians to service these facilities. 


Health Facilities 


A disparity in distribution of health facilities and 
services exists in the A-B-C-D Region. As noted in the 
Introduction, most of them are located in St. Joseph. 
The one other hospital in the region is located at Cam- 
eron, on the eastern border of the region. It is a 58-bed 
hospital which makes it necessarily limited by cost and 
space in its ability to provide many sophisticated services. 
There are several small hospitals around the periphery 
of the region but they, too, cannot attempt to offer all 
the specialties to completely service their areas. Figure 
HS-1 visualizes the location of the health facilities in 
reference to the Class 5 Growth Center (8 to 16 mile) 
pattern. Of the five growth centers, only two have hos- 
pitals, four have nursing homes, and four have pharma- 
cles. 

Medical care delivery over the past two decades has 
shifted from physician-office orientation to the hospitals 
as the chief provider of facilities and services. This puts 
a critical responsibility on St. Joseph to provide adequate 
hospitals, and services within these hospitals, to care for 
the 118,500 persons in the region, as well as those Kan- 
sas and Missouri residents living in counties contiguous 
to Buchanan. 

One of the most common gauges of hospital facili- 
ties is the number of short-term general beds available 
per 1,000 persons serviced. The A-B-C-D Region offers 
about 850 short-term general care beds, or about 7.1 per 
1,000 persons. The U.S. average is 4.2 beds per 1,000 per- 
sons, considerably lower than this region. 

This area has enough hospital beds to cover most 
situations. In addition, the area has the advantage of 


is 


being only one hour from the Kansas City facilities which 
offer not only referral but also all specialty services, such 
as open-heart surgery and kidney transplants, currently 
not available in St. Joseph. 

Nursing home care is another necessary element of 
the health care system. There are 19 licensed nursing 
homes in the area with a total of 823 beds. National 
studies indicate that approximately four percent of the 
65 and over population require institutional long-term 
care. This represents, in the A-B-C-D Region, about 730 
persons. Looking strictly at these figures, there is only a 
90-bed difference, which is not a wide margin. However, 
these figures do not reflect the new extended-care unit at 
Methodist Medical Center nor the expansion soon to be 
opened at LaVerna Heights in Savannah. With these 
two additions, extended care in A-B-C-D should be ade- 
quate. 

In terms of pharmacies, the area is fairly well ser- 
viced. The only exception is the southwest portion of the 
area which must go either to St. Joseph or Atchison, 
Kans. Again, there is an overwhelming concentration in 
St. Joseph, but with 86 percent of the physicians located 
here, it is not unusual. 


Health Manpower 


Information furnished by the Missouri Division of 
Health indicates that there are 118 physicians currently 
practicing in the A-B-C-D Region: 20 are D.O.’s and 
98 are M.D.’s. Physician distribution is a critical factor 
in this region. Eighty-six percent are located in St. Joseph 
and 10 percent are in either Cameron or Savannah. De- 
Kalb County has the dubious distinction of being the 
only county in the state without any licensed physicians. 
This distribution requires many of the people to travel 
relatively long distances for medical treatment—especially 
a problem when emergency care is needed. 

A commonly used measure of adequate physician 
manpower is the population to physician ratio. In this 
region, each physician has an average patient population 
of 1,005 persons. The state average is 892 persons per 
physician. A more realistic average would also take into 
consideration the patients coming into the Region for 
care, which would raise the ratio to about 1,250 patients 
per physician. 

The A-B-C-D Region has two sources of nursing 
manpower. The Methodist Medical Center has a three- 
year R.N. program, graduating about 20 students each 
year. The Missouri Western College has a new two-year 
A.D. program which will also graduate about 20 nurses 
each year. 


Table HS-1 
HOSPITALS IN THE A-B-C-D REGION 


ANDREW COUNTY 
No hospitals. 
BUCHANAN COUNTY 
General Osteopathic Hospital, 117 S. 15th Street, St. Joseph, Mo.) 64507 


Proprietary Corporation Beds: 20 General 
Methodist Medical Center, 8th and Faraon, St. Joseph, Mo. 64501 
Church Affiliated Non-Profit Beds: 585 
St. Joseph Hospital, 923 Powell St., St. Joseph, Mo. 64501 
Church Affiliated Non-Profit Beds: 358 
St. Joseph State Hospital, 3400 Frederick, St. Joseph, Mo. 64502 
State Beds: 1241 (Mental) 


CLINTON COUNTY 


Cameron Community Hospital, 1015 W. 4th Street, Cameron, Mo. 64429 
Voluntary Non-Profit Beds: 58 
DEKALB COUNTY 
No hospitals. 


Source: Missouri Hospital Directory, January 1973, 
Missouri Division of Health. 


Table HS-2 
PHARMACIES IN THE A-B-C-D REGION 


ANDREW COUNTY 
Savannah, Missouri--2 pharmacies 


BUCHANAN COUNTY 
St. Joseph, Missouri--27 pharmacies 


CLINTON COUNTY 
Cameron, Missouri--l pharmacy 
Plattsburg, Missouri--2 pharmacies 


DEKALB COUNTY 
Maysville, Missouri--1l pharmacy 


Source: Annual Report, Missouri Board of Pharmacy, 1972. 
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Table HS-3 
LICENSED NURSING HOMES IN THE A-B-C-D REGION 1950-1970 


ANDREW COUNTY 
** LaVerna Heights, 104 E. Park Avenue, Savannah, Mo. 64485 (60 beds) 
**k Shady Lawn, Inc., Rt. 3, Savannah, Mo. 64485 (63 beds) 
BUCHANAN COUNTY 
** Arnold Nursing Home, 701 S, llth, St. Joseph, Mo. 64500 (24 beds) 
*kk Beverly's Rest Home, 1107 Church St., St. Joseph, Mo. 64500 (18 beds) 
** Clinton Manor, Inc., 1212 Dewey, St. Joseph, Mo. 64500 (24 beds) 
**k* DeKalb Folks Home, DeKalb, Mo. 64440 (20 beds) 
*kk Dorothy's Rest Home, 2215 Vories, St. Joseph, Mo. 64500 (10 beds) 
** Grace M. Goforth Memorial Nursing Home, 1804 Faraon, St. Joseph, Mo. (21 beds) 
*k*k Green Acres, 5215 Green Acres Rd., St. Joseph, Mo. 64500 (87 beds) 
* Hillhaven Convalescent Center, 811 N. 9th, St. Joseph, Mo. (69 beds) 
***k Methodist Medical Center, 7th & Faraon, St. Joseph, Mo. (51 beds) 
** Saxton Nursing Home, 2421 Francis, St. Joseph, Mo. (21 beds) 
** Wilson Nursing Home, 611 N. llth, St. Joseph, Mo. (30 beds) 
** Wright Rest Nursing Home, 718 N. 7th, St. Joseph, Mo. (32 beds) 
** Wyatt Park Rest & Nursing Home, 2705 Lafayette, St. Joseph, Mo. (21 beds) 
CLINTON COUNTY 
** Clinton Manor Nursing Home, Hwy. 116 North, Plattsburg, Mo. 64477 (70 beds) 
* Gower Convalescent Center, Inc., Gower, Mo. 64454 (52 beds) 
*k Oakridge of Plattsburg Conv. Center, East Clay Ave., Plattsburg, Mo. 64477 (50 beds) 
DEKALB COUNTY 
** Sunset Home, Inc., Hwy. 33, Maysville, Mo. 64469 (100 beds) 


* Professional ** Practical *kk Domiciliary 


SUMMARY INFORMATION 
LICENSED NURSING HOMES IN THE A-B-C-D REGION 


Population 
65 and over 
Per bed 


Population 
65 and 
Over 


Number of Beds by Type of Care 


Number | Number 
Counties of of 
Homes Beds Professional 
2 123 


Domiciliary 


Andrew 


Buchanan 
P84 


14.6 


Clinton 
DeKalb 
Abr Ge D. 


Source: Bureau of Nursing Home Licensing, Missouri Division of Health, Jefferson City, 
November 1, 1972, 
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Figure HS-2 
PHYSICIAN MANPOWER 


A-B-C-D Region 
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Recreation 


As Americans are finding more and more leisure 
time available, recreational areas and facilities are taking 
on new importance. 

The A-B-C-D Region offers a variety of outlets for 
recreational pursuit. The larger recreational areas are 
shown on the adjoining map. 

Several conservation areas exist in the region on 
public lands managed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation. The Trimble Wildlife Area covers 1,197 
acres, of which 170 acres are water. Both hunting and 
fishing are permitted at Trimble. Hunting is available 
at Pidgeon Hill Wildlife Area. The Pidgeon Hill Area 
is near Agency, Mo., and covers 221 acres. The Pony 
Express Wildlife Area near Maysville covers 1,597 acres 
(240 acres-water) and offers hunting and fishing. 

Lewis and Clark State Park is about 20 miles south- 
west of St. Joseph. The park, located near Rushville, has 
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swimming, camping, and trailer facilities. The State De- 
partment of Conservation operates a fish hatchery at 
Lewis and Clark Park. 

A number of leisure-time activities are available at 
St. Joseph. Besides the city’s extensive parkway system, 
sights and activities include the Albrecht Art Gallery, 
the Pony Express Museum, golf courses, swimming pools 
and tennis courts. 

Besides those already mentioned, a number of cities 
in the region have parks, playgrounds, and other recrea- 
tional facilities for spare-time activities. 

The area is also close to the Kansas City metropoli- 
tan area where recreational opportunities abound. In- 
cluded are Starlight Theater, Nelson Gallery of Art, and 
professional baseball, basketball, and football. 


LO CORES OO] BOON (= 
So dee ee ES. el Cs eas 


PRP FP 
WO NH HF O 


Figure R-1 
RECREATIONAL AREAS 
A-B-C-D Region 
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Source: Recreation Inventory File, State Inter-Agency Council for Outdoor 
Recreation, Jefferson City, Mo. 
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Changing Patterns 
of 


Community Development 


The A-B-C-D Region spiraled to prominence in a 
60-year span from 1840-1900. The Hannibal to St. Joe 
Railroad made St. Joseph the jumping off place for west- 
ward settlement. The surrounding area was among the 
best agricultural lands in the nation. The meat-packing 
industry boomed. The residents were quite content to 
make money, educate their sons and daughters and send 
them out into the world to make their fame and fortune. 

The outmigration of the youth continued for another 
60 years while at the same time another city to the south 
ascended to the top as the major metropolitan area. 
Highways and airlines superseded the railroad and com- 
munication channels followed them. The A-B-C-D area 
was left by the railroad siding. Farm consolidation drained 
the population from the trade area. Wholesale markets 
declined and the packing industry decentralized. 

Figure GC-4 shows the principal incorporated places 
of the 1900s that survived the introduction of Rural Free 
Delivery and became the farmers’ towns of the early part 
of the century. These “Saturday shopping towns” became 
the points of service for legal, medical, and other profes- 
sional services. This pattern represents most of the sec- 
ondary schools of the early 1900s and provided the nodal 
points for further development of the state highway sys- 
tem. Some of these communities on the 4 to 8 mile pat- 
tern began to lose their vitality as road systems were 
steadily improved, making nearby larger towns accessible 
within the time limits of the residents. The mechaniza- 
tion of agriculture resulted in the decline in rural farm 
population and weakened the support for commercial 
institutions in many of these Class 4 centers. 

The development of an extensive farm-to-market 
highway system further increased the mobility of the 
people so that the centers shown on Figure GC-5 began 
to dominate the retail and service trades of the area. The 
8 to 16 mile radius center is easily accessible to farm peo- 
ple with automobiles and trucks. The improved roads 
make school bus routes feasible and the greater popula- 
tion of the centers makes commercial establishments 
tough competition for the smaller surrounding towns. 
Medical service and other professional services tend to 
gather at these points. 

Finally, the Class 6 towns shown on Figure GC-6 
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represent the largest centers of the region that developed 
hospital facilities early and an important industrial base. 

The development of a four-year college in the 1960s 
provided a new base for holding and attracting young 
people to St. Joseph. This, along with the recent opening 
of the new International Airport adjacent to the southern 
boundary of the region and current improvements to the 
highway system, is bringing the region back into the 
center of activity. 

These changes, combined with the stabilization of 
the rural population and the spread of new non-farm 
rural residents into the southern counties of the region 
promises to revitalize the retail and wholesale business 
and create a more optimistic condition for professional 
services throughout the region. 

The area has more than its share of the world’s re- 
sources, but there remains a need for those who possess 
the wealth of the area to invest greater portions in the 
development of services and institutions that will make 
the area more appealing to young Americans and provide 
more leisure-time outlets for a society with both time 
and money to spend. 

The present system of financing community colleges 
from local property taxes places an unequal burden on 
residents of an area in comparison with state supported 
colleges, but it adds a new and vital function in the re- 
gion and perhaps in time the state will assume greater 
responsibility for all public higher educational institu- 
tions. 

The lines on the maps represent mid-points between 
the major growth centers of the region, but do not nec- 
essarily limit behavior of people within the area. If the 
slight population decline can be stemmed through the 
creation of alternative jobs for persons leaving agricul- 
ture, it is probable that some of the Class 5 and smaller 
cities and towns will find new life and vigor in serving 
a larger non-farm population. 

Sound development would imply the distribution of 
a high level of professional services first at the Class 6 
centers, then at the Class 5 centers and if the density of 
population continues, even the Class 4 centers should 
once again be deirable locations for medical doctors, den- 
tists, and specialized services. 
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Figure GC-4 
POPULATION OF CLASS 4 
GROWTH CENTERS 
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Figure Gc-5 
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Summary 


This region teemed with activity a century ago then 
lost its zest at the turn of the century. Like many other 
areas that were so completely wedded to the agricultural 
economy, this area lost population and stature in the 
first two thirds of the twentieth century. The exodus of 
its young people removed the very heart of the region. Re- 
cently, the situation has changed and most of the region 
is gaining in population and services. The influence of a 
four-year college and improved transportation will hold 
more young people and provide an improved labor force 
that will warrant new industrial activity. 

After a long period of relative economic inactivity, 
this area is experiencing a resurgence. Only the people 
who live in the region can determine how vigorous it 
will become in the future. The possibilities are great. The 
will of the people will determine how high the region 
rises in the years ahead. 
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